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The 20th Anniversary of the Amfiteatru Economic Journal –  

An Academic and Editorial Celebration 

 

 

Professor Nicolae Istudor, PhD, 

Rector, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies, Romania 

 

 

 

The year in which we celebrate the 

Centenary of Romania is also the year in which we celebrate significant events 

in the life of our University – 105 years since the establishment of the Academy 

of High Industrial and Commercial Studies and, by happy coincidence, twenty 

decades since the publishing of the first issue of the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

and 10 years since the latter’s indexing in Clarivate Analytics Web of Science. The 

Journal significantly contributes to the international and scientific visibility and 

recognition of ASE Bucharest. 

Congratulations to the Journal’s founder and editor-in-chief, Professor Dinu 

Vasile, PhD, to the first supporters of the Journal (Professor Gheorghe Frățilă, 

PhD and Professor Sandu Costache, PhD), to the entire editorial board and all 

the researchers who have contributed to the elaboration and publishing of the 

Journal and, implicitly, to its ever better international positioning during these 

20 years of existence! 

The managerial program of ASE Bucharest’s Board of Trustees for the 2016-

2020 term of office places great emphasis on scientific research and innovation 

activities, and the latter’s contribution to the preservation and enhancement of 

the University’s prestige, due to the major role such activities play in the ranking 

of universities and classification of study programs. As per the commitments 

made, ASE’s Board of Trustees acknowledges and rewards elite research and 

publications in ASE, by granting material incentives for research activities that 

significantly impact upon national and international university ranking, with an 

emphasis on research activities materialized as scientific publications with red 

or yellow impact factors, necessary for a better positioning of our University in 

specialized rankings. 
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Against this background, we are happy to refer to ASE Bucharest’s status as the 

best among the Romanian universities included in Top Shanghai 2017. More 

specifically, ASE is no. 151-200 in its specific domain - Economics, which includes 

300 higher education institutions from all over the world (the top three universities 

in this domain being University of Chicago, Harvard University and University of 

California, Berkeley, all from the United States of America).  

The citation impact from the InCites database of specialized papers, the percentage 

of internationally collaborated papers, the number of papers published in top journals 

in an academic subject once again demonstrate the importance of the activity, results, 

image and academic reputation of the Amfiteatru Economic journal. The latter’s 

contribution is visible through the international citations of publications authored 

by the members of our academic community, through the number of papers per 

academic staff member and, last but not least, through their web impact. 

Our preoccupation for the increasing visibility and academic performance of The 

Bucharest University of Economic Studies is observable through the publishing of 

two prestigious journals: The Amfiteatru Economic journal, and the Economic 

Computation and Economic Cybernetics Studies and Research journal, two out of 

the three Romanian economic publications indexed by the Thomson Reuters Web of 

Sciences (WoS) international database, which has now become Clarivate Analytics. 

We are grateful to the Amfiteatru Economic journal for its contribution to our 

University’s prestige and firmly believe that, by publishing valuable original 

research, by its emerging scientific concepts and paths, it will maintain its quality 

standards and be part of our University’s image as a leading higher education 

institution. 

May the Amfiteatru Economic journal have a long lasting existence in the field 

of science and research! 
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Amfiteatru Economic and the Faculty of Business and Tourism, 

Reliable Partners for Scientific Performance 
 

 

 

Professor Rodica Pamfilie, PhD, 

Dean of the Faculty of Business and Tourism, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

 

 

The journal of our Faculty of Business and Tourism, Amfiteatru Economic, a real 

landmark of the Romanian scientific research in economics, celebrates both 20 years 

of existence and 10 years since its indexing by Web of Science, the most visible, 

prestigious and representative international database. 

Due to the efforts of its editorial team, to the topics covering a diversity of subjects 

in economics and business administration and by the large number of Romanian and 

foreign authors, the Amfiteatru Economic journal has become a real economic 

research forum, a pillar of reference and an ambassador in internationally 

disseminating researchers’ findings, creative ideas, models and concepts. We can 

state that the Amfiteatru Economic publishing activity is thriving. I really hope that 

the Bucharest University of Economic Studies Publishing House, together with the 

journal’s editorial board, will continue the hard work for increasing the visibility and 

prestige of this Romanian publication, so important in times when, in Romania, 

despite all efforts, the best conditions for the development of scientific research are 

not fully established. 

On the anniversary, I warmly thank the journal and congratulate it for the 

unconditional support offered, over time, in implementing the scientific 

development strategy of the Faculty of Business and Tourism. The two departments 

of our faculty, respectively the Business, Consumer Sciences and Quality 

Management Department, and the Tourism and Geography Department, have 

succeeded to disseminate the results of scientific research performed as part of 

doctoral and post-doctoral programs, scientific and applied research projects, other 

research initiatives, etc.   

Also, many of the contributions presented at the conferences organized by the 

departments of our faculty were selected and accepted for publication, after the same 
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rigorous review process, in special issues of Amfiteatru Economic, which has 

particularly honored us. 

The journal is a permanent partner of the serial BASIQ International Conferences, 

„New Trends in Sustainable Business and Consumption”, hosted by the Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies in 2015 and later by the Allensbach University in 

Konstanz (2016) and by the University College for Teacher Education in Graz 

(2017); the next edition will be hosted by the Heidelberg University (2018). In this 

context, Amfiteatru Economic provides support for ensuring the quality of 

Conference Proceedings and for their indexing in the corresponding section of Web 

of Science. 

I also consider as very auspicious the cooperation between the Amfiteatru Economic 

journal and the Business Administration Doctoral School. In this respect, the 

members of the Editorial Board have regularly organized meetings with PhD 

students regarding interesting and current topics, focusing mainly on methodological 

aspects for the design of articles, rules and norms for the writing of scientific papers. 

Several meetings were devoted to sensitive topics such as the relevance of 

international databases of journal articles in the field of economics and business, and 

the relevant criteria for choosing journals where the dissemination of research results 

is possible. As a result of these meetings, during which the PhD students of the 

Faculty of Business and Tourism have been informed about the good practices in the 

elaboration of the scientific papers, several of them have managed to successfully 

pass through the Amfiteatru Economic review process and publish their results, 

original ideas, conceptual approaches and personal models elaborated within the 

doctoral theses. 

Amfiteatru Economic is a trustworthy partner for our faculty, the experience of its 

editors being a valuable resource for the conducted scientific seminars. Through its 

dedication, perseverance, vision and tenacity, the editorial team succeeded in 

providing to the entire Romanian scientific community, but especially to our faculty, 

a journal having impact and visibility, and scientometric indicators with meaningful 

values. We can state that, until this time, no journal issue was published without at 

least one contribution from the members of our small academic community. 

Amfiteatru Economic has successfully contributed, over time, to repositioning our 

faculty among the most appreciated and sought-after Romanian higher education 

institutions, while also making an important contribution to the formation of a new 

generation of researchers, able to contribute to the promotion and implementation of 

scientific results produced in Romania. 
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Amfiteatru Economic, which is now celebrating its anniversary, once a very beautiful 

dream, has come true sooner than we thought and hoped. Of course, there have been 

innumerable obstacles in its evolution, but they have been overcome with 

professionalism and skill. This would not have been possible without the work, 

vision and perseverance of the dedicated editorial board, to which we must thank 

form the bottom of our hearts. 

The journal is indexed in numerous international databases, the most relevant being 

Web of Science, followed by Scopus, DOAJ, RePEc, EBSCO, ProQuest, and many 

more. The journal has become an outstanding a landmark of the Romanian 

economical and business administration scientific research, as well as of business 

administration, diligently promoting the new ideas, representative for the economic 

theory and practice. 

I hope that Amfiteatru Economic will succeed in becoming one of the most 

remarkable, typical and important journals in Central and Eastern Europe, attracting 

valuable and appreciated researchers by means of the topicality of its themes. 
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Amfiteatru Economic Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow… 

 

 
Professor Bogdan Onete, PhD, 

Chief of Department,  

Business, Consumer Sciences and Quality Management, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

 

Today, we are celebrating the Amfiteatru Economic journal, which has become in a 

decade an obvious and outstanding landmark in the Romanian economic scientific 

research. We hope and believe that it will become, if it is not already, the most 

important journal in this field in Romania. This is also important because Romania 

must exist and manifest itself in the economic scientific research, even if its 

experience in the market economy only dates back a few decades. 

Through its collaborators, Amfiteatru Economic has combined two educational 

models, the “classic” and the “contemporary” ones, with outstanding results without 

forgetting those who created and managed the journal for years, based on 

volunteering... How many would do this today? Thus, our journal, Amfiteatru 

Economic, must continue to capitalize on its organizational culture based on the new 

models, to form, to educate, and to promote the Romanian resources, but also the 

foreign ones. 

Amfiteatru Economic has reached an anniversary moment. This moment is an 

opportunity for assessments, but also to look to the future.  

 Yesterday (sic!), 10 years ago, when I got involved in this project, with 

friends who became even better friends, I did not know how this will evolve. It was 

important for us to become a landmark. What has happened exceeded our 

expectations, although many have not believed in its future, and others have tried to 

stop the upsurge of the journal. 

 Today, what is Amfiteatru Economic is indexed by in the prestigious Web 

of Science (and several other scientific databases), which shows that the journal is a 

solid and visible one, among the few in the Business field (considering only the 

Romanian side), but the most important one. And all these happen in a context in 

which economic research is of low interest in Romania. 
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 Tomorrow, Amfiteatru Economic should become the most important journal 

in the Eastern European area, and later, with patience, even more. 

 The future is promising because Amfiteatru Economic has formed a new 

generation of editors, new scientific advisers, connected to the new information 

flows, which will ensure (with the same or even greater success) a proper functioning 

of the journal. 

I am sure it will be so! 
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For Twenty Years with Amfiteatru Economic in Heart and Mind 

 

 
Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, 

Editor-in-Chief, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 
Academy of Romanian Scientists 

 

 

It seems as if it was yesterday… 

After 30 years of activity at the Economic High School in Buzău, in the autumn of 

1999, I transferred at the Economic University College of ASE (the Romanian 

acronym for the Bucharest University of Economic Studies) from Buzău. Professor 

Sandu Costache, then director of the college, knowing that I had some experience as 

editor of the Quo Vadis, adolescenta? magazine for teenagers, set up and coordinated 

at the Economic High School from Buzău, invited me to focus my efforts in order to 

develop an economic journal within the college whose member I had just become. 

Of course I accepted, promising to the distinguished professor that I would make 

every effort and endeavour to fulfil his wish. 

This is how the beautiful and long story of the Amfiteatru Economic journal has 

begun. 

From the very beginning, I would like to say that the experience I had taught me that 

a journal of calibre that stands the test of time is done with skilful friends, but 

especially with those who put their soul to work without making any claims of 

material rewards. So I turned to two friends from the Economic High School in 

Buzău, who at that time also taught classes at the ASE College, namely the poet and 

professor Ion Stanciu, who had previously worked in the Buzău press branch at the 

Viaţa Buzăului newspaper and Adriana Pietrăreanu, a teacher of English language. I 

also surrounded myself with a few enthusiastic students; some of them had 

knowledge of documents’ formatting, and others had worked on school magazines 

(three of these students, after graduating from the Economic University College, 

fulfilled their destinies within the Buzău press industry). 

Once the editorial team was completed, we needed ideas for developing the journal’s 

strategy and for substantiating various aspects. As a result, we organized several 

brainstorming sessions to establish the journal’s name and the problems to be 
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addressed, the structure of the publication, the types of articles that can be 

transmitted, their characteristics, etc. All the members of the editorial team have 

pleaded for the inclusion of the word “economic” within the name of the new journal. 

During the debates, the name of the scientific circle that I coordinated at the Buzău 

Economic High School flashed through my mind: Economic Amphitheatre 

(Amfiteatru Economic in the Romanian language). Once my proposal has been 

disclosed, everyone present has agreed that this was how the new journal will be 

called. The name seemed prophetic, all the more so as the editorial board meeting 

was held in the Amphitheatre of the Buzău Economic University College. Regarding 

the topics addressed by the journal we all agreed that it should be a publication of 

the professors and the students of the College, that would bring to the forefront the 

activity of this educational unit, but also events/aspects of the economic and cultural 

reality of Buzău. Therefore, several important columns of the journal took shape, 

such as: Economic interferences (column maintained until today), Buzău 

economic reality, Student Panoptic, and Cultural Pages. 

 

Between 1999 and 2005, at the Economic University College of Buzău, the journals 

from No. 1 to No. 15 have appeared. During this period, the publishing activity has 

been continuously perfected and improved, the structure of the heading undergoing 

changes and transformations, by presenting new headings such as: Euro-education, 

Events, Institutions and personalities, Amfiteatru Economic recommends (column 

existing until today). At this stage of development, the indexing process has started, 

focusing on international databases such as: RePEc - Research Papers in Economics, 

EconLit - Journal of Economic Literature, IBSS - International Bibliography of 

Social Sciences. In 2005 the journal was accredited by the National Council for 

Scientific Research in Higher Education in Romania. 

We consider that this period of the journal was a pioneering one, with soulful 

contribution being brought by both eminent professors of the Economic University 

College and valuable economists from Buzău, along with many students. The 

editorial board gathered the professors: Paul Bran, Sandu Costache, Vasile Dinu, 

Traian Surcel and the economists: Ştefan Iovan, Vasile Moraru, Aurel Gubandru and 

Marin Neagu. In its turn, the editorial staff was formed during this period by 

professors Ion Stanciu and Adriana Pietrăreanu, as well as about 30 students. 

Between 2006 and 2009, the Amfiteatru Economic journal went through profound 

transformations and restructurings. Thus, the editorial board, being demanding with 

its oneself and assuming the requirements of a scientific and journalistic 
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responsibility to increase the journal’s visibility and prestige, has decided to initiate 

a new formula of content starting with issue no. 16. The main goal was to respond 

better and more closely to the thematic areas of economic and business 

administration, which are constantly under development and renewal, and also to 

make an essential contribution to the appropriate dissemination of the results of 

scientific research obtained by the main economic institution of higher education of 

the country: The Bucharest University of Economic Studies. The editorial staff of 

the journal aimed through this editorial effort to allow a better editorial orientation, 

characterized by an extremely necessary, but also high exigency in scientific 

research, linked to international requirements. The implementation of this goal has 

materialized through the establishment of the Scientific Council, which includes 

well-known specialists with recognized visibility from all the array of economic 

disciplines, and academics from prestigious institutions in the country and abroad. 

The main task of the Council was to elaborate the general scientific orientation of 

the journal and to place it in the Romanian society’s sustained effort of insertion in 

the processes of integration and globalization. In addition to the Scientific Council 

of the journal, it was decided to redefine the Editorial Board consisting of the 

following positions: editor-in-chief, deputy editor-in-chief, editorial secretary and 

editors and to establish a body of external referees. 

Aware of the contemporary information explosion in all sciences, including 

economics, as well as its influence on the content of the profile publications, the 

leadership of the editorial team decided that each issue of the journal should have a 

specific topic. In order to bring novelty to the restructured content, it was decided to 

introduce new headings such as: Good economic practices, Special economic events 

– national and international, Reviews for books of reference in the economic field, 

presentation of Successful personalities who have marked the various economic 

disciplines or areas of interest, and also to bring to the forefront some important 

economic periodicals. Also during this period, it was decided that the abstract of the 

articles should be published in Romanian and English, and the articles in the 

Economic interferences section should be drafted in Romanian and English. The 

editorial board of the journal has been internationalized by co-opting several foreign 

researchers, and the journal’s website has begun to function by providing relevant 

information on future themes, deadlines for articles submission, author’s guide, etc. 

Since 2006, the journal has been classified and accredited by the National Council 

for Scientific Research in Higher Education within the B category, only a year later 

to be re-classified into the B+ category, which means that the journal is indexed in 

international databases. Starting with number 18/2005, the journal has passed in the 



Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX AE 

 

Amfiteatru Economic 17 

property of the Faculty of Commerce, the current Faculty of Business and Tourism 

of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies. 

The accomplishment of all these restructurings and transformations would not have 

been possible without the contribution of the journal’s editors: Rodica Pamfilie, 

Bogdan Onete, Cristinel Vasiliu, Ion Stanciu, Adriana Pietrăreanu, Gabriela 

Stănciulescu, Traian Surcel, Sorin George Toma, Dan Laurenţiu Anghel, and 

especially Puiu Nistoreanu, who was deputy editor-in-chief of the journal in the 

period 2005 - 2008, Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, who made a special contribution to the 

elaboration and development of the journal’s strategy and Valentin Dumitru, who 

created the journal’s website, being in charge afterwards with its updating and 

maintenance. 

The third stage of the journal’s existence begins with the issue 23/2008, when it was 

indexed in the prestigious Thomson Reuters Web of Science international database, 

as a crowning effort of so many friends committed to the goal that was set. This is 

the moment when it can be said that the journal, although young, due to the fruitful 

work of the editorial team, has achieved a special performance: the fulfilment of the 

international scientific rigors specific to the main flux of journals. National 

recognition did not show up late, the journal being included in 2008 by the National 

Council for Scientific Research in Higher Education within the A category. Since 

then, the journal has been fully published both in Romanian and English, only with 

the English version being sent to the databases. This version also appears in printed 

format in a circulation of 200 copies per year. The journal’s structure becomes stable, 

including: The Editorial on the topic of each number, the section with Original 

research papers on the topic of that issue (in the thematic setting the aim is to 

identify and highlight the most interesting ideas found in the ideological debates in 

economic sciences), the Economic interferences section (including invited articles, 

having as well recognized personalities from academia and research, with priority 

from abroad but from Romania as well) and the Amfiteatru Economic 

recommends section. The latter includes: Good practices (reflecting special 

experiences of interest to journal readers); Essay (contains interdisciplinary and 

transdisciplinary works of a theoretical and philosophical nature on the thematic 

subject of a number), Personalia (evocation of some outstanding scholars and/or 

academics in the Romanian and European economic sciences) and Reviews (allow 

dissemination of information on new works and prestigious publications in the 

economic field). 

The journal’s website has two sections, one in Romanian and the other one in 

English. It has become more and more functional, being improved with new menus 



AE Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX 

 

18 Amfiteatru Economic 

such as Scientometric Indices, AE Meetings, AE Conferences, Economic Research 

Milestones, Activity Reports, Database Indexing, etc. 

In addition to being indexed by Web of Science, the journal is also found in other 

international databases such as Scopus, ProQuest, EBSCO, DOAJ, RePEc and 

others. In all these databases, scientometric indexes are calculated for the journal, 

such as: impact factor, 5-year impact factor, absolute influence score, Hirsch index, 

CiteScore, SCImago Journal Rank (SJR), etc. The level of scientometric indicators 

of Amfiteatru Economic is a favourable one, usually much higher than other 

Romanian economic journals’ indexed in the same databases.  

All these very important achievements that made possible the alignment of the 

journal with international scientific requirements could not have been implemented 

without its editors, gifted and generous people, who made a special contribution to 

its internationalization, even after the journal’s listing by the Web of Science: 

Laurențiu Tăchiciu (Managing Editor), Dan-Cristian Dabija, Gheorghe Săvoiu, 

Mădălina Dumitru, Cristinel Vasiliu, Marieta Olaru, Nicu Lupu, Cătălina Sitnikov, 

Constantin Brătianu, Cristina Circa, Mladen Čudanov, Cristian Mihai Dragoș, Irina 

Drăgulănescu, Valentin Hapenciuc, Alexandru Nedelea, Horst Todt, George Sorin 

Toma, Aharon Tziner, Călin Vâlsan, Milena Rodica Zaharia and Nicoleta Tipi, 

followed by the group of external referees. The editors were and still are completely 

dedicated to the journal, doing countless editorial activities on the articles received 

for each issue: thematic classification, plagiarism verification, review of articles, 

verifying the accuracy of the English texts, working with the authors to bring the 

accepted articles to the best format to be published. Also, all editors, depending on 

their skill set, do other more special operations, such as: posting the journal in 

international databases, tracking the scientometric indexes of the journal in these 

databases, and submitting information in order to be updated on the web page, 

increasing the national and international visibility of the journal through actions of 

promotion within national and international academic environments and much more. 

Particularly important in the strategic development and in growing the visibility of 

the journal were, are, and will be, the advice, suggestions, recommendations of some 

well-known scientific advisors, such as: Emilian Dobrescu, Rodica Pamfilie, Bogdan 

Onete, Puiu Nistoreanu, Nicolae Istudor, Ung-il Chung, Ion Stancu, Dan Laurențiu 

Anghel, Yuriy Bilan, Nikola Yankov, Dalia Streimikiene, Slobodan Čerović and 

Andrej Bertoncelj. Last but not least, the diligent and thorough work of the members 

of the journal’s editorial office, which mainly carries out the administrative activities 

specific to its editing, maintenance of the web page and the work equipment, 

subscriptions management and the links with university libraries and with some 
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international databases: Valentin Dumitru, Raluca Mariana Petrescu (editorial 

secretary), Irina Albăstroiu, Mihaela Dobrea, Răzvan Dina, Violeta Rogojan, and 

Silvia Răcaru. 

Amfiteatru Economic exceled in the recent years with a growing exigency for the 

selection of articles to be published. Thus, articles received up to a certain deadline, 

announced on the webpage, are assessed in terms of their eligibility before they enter 

in the review process: the double-blind peer review. The eligibility refers to 

verification by editors of each manuscript on the basis of five criteria: thematic 

classification; degree of similarity by using a special plagiarism detection program; 

originality of the research; correctness of English expression; compliance with the 

requirements of writing the references and general presentation of the article. 

Even though the journal now enjoys visibility, prestige, recognition and success, the 

context has not always been favourable. There have also been periods of restraint, 

turmoil and anxiety, with the evolution of the publication also knowing some 

difficult times. In 2014, the journal was suppressed by Thomson Reuters Web of 

Science and, as a result, Scientometric Indicators were not calculated in Journal 

Citation Reports. This was caused by the fact that, in the journal’s issues of 2012 and 

2013, the percentage of self-citations has exceeded the threshold of 20-25%, which 

is the recommended limit. However, the journal remained indexed, with the issues 

published in 2014 being part of the Web of Science. This unfortunate, extreme 

situation was due to the lack of attention when tracking self-citations at each journal 

issue, an aspect which was neglected but assumed by the editorial staff. In fact, for 

the journal it was a joy that the authors of the new articles accepted for publishing 

also consulted the publication’s archive, citing in their own papers the older articles 

appearing in Amfiteatru Economic. The pain was intense for the entire editorial team 

and not only, but they immediately took action and remedied the deficiencies. The 

fruits of this policy have not been long awaited, the journal receiving in 2015 

Scientometric Indicators in the new Journal Citation Reports.  

And yet, this bitterness, suffering, and sadness that I endured as Editor-in-Chief was 

the trigger of a valuable idea, that crystallized in the writing of a book in which I 

capitalized on my own experience as editor-in-chief of Quo vadis, adolescence? and 

especially of the economic periodical Amfiteatru Economic. I have approached two 

trustful friends and supporters of the journal: Gheorghe Săvoiu and Dan-Cristian 

Dabija, editors of Amfiteatru Economic, with whom I started designing and writing 

a book focusing on the methodology of scientific research and the dissemination of 

its results. In 2016, the first edition of “To conceive, compose and publish a scientific 

article. An approach in the context of the economic research” appeared, which was 
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twice honoured in the autumn of 2017 with the highest distinction of the Association 

of Romanian Faculties of Economics (AFER) as “The Best Book in the Economic 

Field”, respectively by the Association for Educational Cultural Cooperation 

Suceava with the Book Prize for 2016. At the beginning of 2018, the second edition 

of our book saw the light of print.  

At the anniversary celebration we bring the rightful acknowledgment to the four 

rectors of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, without whom the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal would not have arrived here and who have always and 

unconditionally supported its publication: Paul Bran, Ion Roşca, Pavel Năstase and 

Nicolae Istudor. The gratitude of the editorial team is directed, of course, to the 

management of the Faculty of Business and Tourism as well, for supporting the 

journal whenever it needed it, being there with their soul, both in good times and in 

hard times. The ASE Publishing House, represented by Mrs. Simona Buşoi, Liliana 

Matei, Violeta Rogojan (who has edited the journal issues from No. 16/2005 up to 

No. 48/2018) and Silvia Răcaru, are entitled to a well-earned Thank you. 

Throughout its existence, the journal has undergone important transformations of 

journalistic and content nature, but especially from a qualitative point of view, 

currently holding a leading position among the scientific publications of economic 

profile in Romania, but also in the Central and South-eastern European region. The 

journal supports the academic community by making it easier for authors and 

researchers to publish manuscripts and to increase the visibility and international 

prestige of its institution - the Bucharest University of Economic Studies. At the 

same time, the Amfiteatru Economic journal constantly encourages high quality 

scientific research, which contributes to the widening of the knowledge horizon in 

the contemporary economic field, intending to become a prestigious forum of 

interdisciplinary, theoretical, empirical and practical debates, approaching research 

topics of national, regional and international relevance. 

In its 20 years of existence, the last 10 with indexing by the Web of Science, the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal is at the forefront of economic academic journals in 

Romania. Its top position is also supported by listing in the most important 

international databases: Scopus, ProQuest LLC, EBSCO Publishing, Directory of 

Open Access Journals, Research papers in Economics, Journal of Economic 

Literature, Central and Eastern European Online Library, etc., respectively in several 

international registers, catalogues and virtual libraries. These aspects allow us to 

appreciate that the Amfiteatru Economic journal is today a journal fully integrated in 

the mainstream of economic journals, being the fruit of the hard work and dedication 

of an entire generation of professors and researchers who have put collective interest 
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above the personal one, working voluntarily, with abnegation, passion, tenacity and 

understanding for what the journal has become today. 

The journal’s acceding in the rankings and classifications of Clarivate Analytics Web 

of Science in the field of economic sciences and business administration, the need of 

esteem, respect, and fulfilment, due to the fact that Amfiteatru Economic is today the 

main vehicle for the dissemination of the Romanian economic scientific ideas, 

determines and motivates us to focus our thinking and energy to ensure its active 

presence in the elite of economic journals of the mainstream of publications. The 

Amfiteatru Economic journal is a team product that is structured in a modern way on 

a viable and wide-range project, which increases its probability of survival on the 

ever-growing market of scientific publications in the economic field. 
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He who thinks by himself ... is not alone 

 

 
 

 

Professor Laurențiu Tăchiciu, PhD, 

Managing Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

 

 

Today, Amfiteatru Economic is one of the highest rated academic journals published 

in Romania and is part of the mainstream of international scientific publications. 

This is the fruit of an idea development. I have not assisted at the birth of the journal, 

but I think its founders, professors Vasile Dinu and Costache Sandu, did not 

anticipate the course of the publication. It was not about ambition and need for 

success or recognition. I think the project has sprung from the admiration of man as 

a thinking being, from the belief that making ideas circulate means spreading 

knowledge, generating culture and making a contribution, perhaps due, to the world 

in which we live. The same faith was shared by all those who contributed to the 

creation of the journal and animate today its growing team. 

When I first met Professor Dinu and he talked about Amfiteatru Economic,  

I recognized the social value of the project, but what inspired me to join the journal’s 

team was the joy I felt to my interlocutor. Therefore, at times like this, when I think 

about the purpose of the Amfiteatru Economic journal, the words of one of the most 

beautiful odes to man come to mind: Tudor Arghezi’s poem He who thinks by 

himself. Like Arghezi’s poem, the Amfiteatru Economic is a tribute of love to the 

creative power of the human mind. 

Of course, the value of the journal lies in its content, and the content is the work of 

the authors. Today, those working in academic environments are somewhat 

compelled to publish, because of the criteria used in measuring their professional 

performance. The situation in Romania was not the same in the early period of the 

journal, when the authors were motivated to publish by the mere desire to share ideas, 

research results, dilemmas with their peers. The symbiotic relationship between the 

editorship of the journal and the authors was initiated on the basis of shared values, 
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and this type of relationship is today cultivated and maintained by the members of 

the journal’s team. 

I believe that the successful course of Amfiteatru Economic is due to the relationship 

with the authors, to the attractiveness of the journal for those who intend to publish. 

The attractiveness of the journal for researchers is based on rigorous compliance with 

editor commitments. Rhythmicity, rigor and professionalism are valences constantly 

induced by the editor-in-chief, who have contributed decisively to building the 

confidence enjoyed by Amfiteatru Economic among researchers. For 20 years, the 

journal’s issues have always been published on the announced date. The duration of 

the editorial process is among the shortest, as compared to similar publications. Thus, 

the authors find out shortly if the article is eligible and, after a short period necessary 

for the double-blind peer review assessment, they also find out whether the article is 

accepted or rejected. The entire process does not last for more than two months, 

which is very advantageous for researchers, as their work is not blocked in a lengthy 

evaluation process – the duration and result of which are often uncertain – without 

being able to be capitalized in some way in the meantime.  

Respect for authors is an essential element of the organizational culture within the 

journal’s editorial team. It is manifested primarily by ensuring the transparency of 

the editorial process. All decisions are communicated promptly and motivated in full 

detail, total openness is manifested in terms of receiving and clarifying any 

misunderstandings or dissatisfactions, there is willingness to correct mistakes. Also, 

once an article has been accepted for publication subject to smaller or larger changes, 

the editors work closely with the authors to prepare its final form. 

With the acquisition of an international status, the criteria used to select the papers 

accepted for publication have become increasingly demanding. This process was 

achieved through close cooperation with the authors. The criteria have been 

published and explained as clearly as possible, guidelines have been provided, events 

have been organized in the relevant environments to communicate in the most 

suggestive and lively manner the editorial policy and the requirements that the 

proposed manuscript must meet for publication, as well as to explain why it is 

necessary to observe them. Moreover, in order to support young scholars, the editor-

in-chief together with two other editors produced and published a volume that tried 

to convey the knowledge an author needs to prepare a manuscript for publication in 

an academic journal. Today, the papers received for publication are getting better, 

and the improvement of the journal’s profile among publications of the same kind 

serves to increase the authors’ professional reputation, representing the best reward 

for their efforts devoted to the development of knowledge. 
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In fact, the Amfiteatru Economic journal adheres to – and aims to implement 

effectively – the highest recognized standards of the industry of scientific 

publications in the field of economics and business. The anniversary of its 20th year 

of existence and 10th year since its indexing by the Web of Science core-collection 

is a milestone that evokes both the achievements and the future challenges. In my 

opinion, the condition of success is to remain faithful to the values that have brought 

us together, to cultivate in the future with as much consistency as before the love for 

knowledge and for the creative power of the human mind. 
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Amfiteatru Economic - Vision, Mission, Objectives 

 

Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, 

Editor-in-Chief, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 

Academy of Romanian Scientists 

 

Professor Laurențiu Tăchiciu, PhD, 

Managing Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Professor Constantin Brătianu, PhD, DHC. 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 

Academy of Romanian Scientists 

 

Amfiteatru Economic is an open access scholarly journal that allows free access to 

its content (articles, issues). Amfiteatru Economic is available online to the readers 

without financial, legal, or technical barriers (no publication charges), based on the 

theory to keep an article’s content intact. Authors can use Creative Commons 

licenses to specify usage rights of articles. Copyright of articles belongs to authors. 

Vision 

Amfiteatru Economic will become a leading journal in the fields of economics and 

business administration, with an increasingly better position in the ranking of the 

main scientific publications, through international visibility, scientific prestige and 

significant impact in the academic and professional environments.  

Mission 

The mission of the Amfiteatru Economic journal is to promote original scientific 

research, able to contribute to the progress of knowledge, towards higher economic 

competitiveness and responsible business administration, for a sustainable 

development. 

The journal encourages first-rate scientific research, able to add to the broadening of 

the knowledge horizon in economics and advocates the promotion of values such as: 

the original intellectual creation, the quality and the scientific level of the papers, the 

promotion of empirical research, the focus on the applied character and the 
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involvement of young researchers in the preparation of valuable and effective 

research papers. Moreover, the journal is a medium of dissemination for pioneering 

empirical and theoretical research, case studies, recalling of personalities who left an 

essential mark on economics, as well as book reviews of prestigious authors from 

the field of economics.  

As a special attribute, as compared to similar publications, Amfiteatru Economic 

prescribes a specific topic for each journal issue. By doing this, it brings priorities of 

scientific research to the fore, clusters the contributions of the researchers and 

focuses the debate on these priorities. 

Objectives 

The Amfiteatru Economic journal is a prestigious forum for interdisciplinary debates 

in the field of economics, at theoretical and practical level, approaching research 

topics of national, regional and international relevance and pursuing objectives such 

as: 

 Highlighting inter-, trans- and multidisciplinary research, at the boundary 

between economics and other research fields, such as: ecology, sociology, energy, 

health and security;  

 Promoting the identity of the Romanian economic research at regional and 

international level;  

 Creating an effective communication channel between representatives of the 

academia and of the business environment;  

 Improving the current knowledge in the fields of economics and business 

administration, as well as supporting innovative ideas meant to add to the progress 

of science and public policies in these fields.  

The journal provides researchers with the opportunity of an equidistant scientific 

dialogue, promoting the circulation of ideas and the exchange of experiences.  
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Amfiteatru Economic – Short History 

 

Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, 

Editor-in-Chief, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 

Academy of Romanian Scientists 

 

Professor Puiu Nistoreanu, PhD, 

Scientific Advisor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Along its 20 years of existence, the events that have marked the activity of the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal have been many and very different. They can be 

grouped in three categories though, as follows: the early years, the restructuring 

period and the development period. We will continue by presenting, briefly, the most 

important events which have characterized the journal’s activity.  

 

The early years: 1999-2005 

 

 In September 1999, at the ASE College from Buzău 

the first issue of the Amfiteatru Economic journal is 

published. 

 During 1999-2005, still in the ASE College, the 

issues from one to 17 of the journal are published. 

 In the year 2002 the journal celebrates 10 years of 

existance of the ASE College from Buzău. 
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Economic University College from Buzău  

 

 

 In the year 2004 the journal is indexed in the Research Papers in Economics 

(RePEc) international database. 

 In the year 2005 the journal is recognised by the National Council of 

Scientific Research in the Higher Education (CNCSIS). 

 Beginning with November 2005, with the 18th issue and until today the 

journal belongs to the Faculty of Commerce (present day Faculty of Business and 

Tourism). 
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The local press from Buzău announces the publication of the first  

Amfiteatru Economic issue 
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The restructuring period: 2006-2008 

 

 In 2006 the journal’s website is developed.  

 In the same year (2006), the journal is classified and 

accredited by the National Council of Scientific 

Research in the Higher Education in the B category. 

 In 2006 the journal is indexed in the international 

databases: 

- Journal of Economic Literature (EconLit); 

- International Bibliography of the Social Sciences 

(IBSS). 

 

 In the year 2006 the journal finalizes its structure:  

- Editorial;  

- Original economic research works following the topic of the respective issue; 

- Economic interferences; 

- Amfiteatru Economic recommends. 

 In the year 2007 the National Council of Scientific Research in the Higher 

Education (CNCSIS) includes the journal in the B+ category. 

 

The development period: 2008 – present day (2018)  

 

 In November 2008, beginning with the 23rd issue, 

the Amfiteatru Economic journal is indexed by the 

Thomson Reuters Services database: 

- Social Sciences Citation Index; 

- Social SciSearch; 

- Journal Citation Reports/ Social Sciences Edition. 

 In the year 2008 the National Council of Scientific 

Research in the Higher Education classifies the journal 

in the A category. 
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 Also, in the year 2008, the journal is indexed by the important SCOPUS database 

(Elsevier B.V. Bibliographic Databases). 

 In the years 2009, 2010, and 2012, the journal is indexed by the international 

databases: EBSCO Publishing (2009), DOAJ – Directory of Open Access 

Journals (2010), ProQuest LLC (2012). 



AE Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX 

 

32 Amfiteatru Economic 

 Beginning with the year 2010, the SCOPUS database calculates the 

scientometric indicators SNIP and SJR for the Amfiteatru Economic journal. 

 In the year 2011 Thomson Reuters Web of Science ranks the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal, by computing its impact factor and H index. From this point 

on the journal receives an annual calculation of its scientometric indicators in 

the Journal Citation Report (JCR). 

 In the 2012-2013 period, other scientometric indicators are being calculated for 

the journal by other databases such as: Google Scholar (Number of citations,  

H index and i10 index), RePEc (Impact factor and H index), Index Copernicus 

(Index Copernicus Value), Global impact factor (GIF), UEFSCDI (Relative 

influence score). 

 Beginning with the year 2012, the “Amfiteatru Economic Meetings” with the 

national and international readers of the journal from the academic environment 

are being held: 13 November 2012 – the University of Pitești; 12 April 2013 – 

the „Ștefan cel Mare” University of Suceava; 29 May 2014 – the „Valahia” 

University of Târgoviște; 24-25 June 2014 – the University of Craiova; 18 May 

2016 – the University of Szczecin. 

 In the year 2013, the journal’s first activity report for a period of four years (July 

2010 – July 2013) is developed. 

 Beginning with 2015, an annual “Amfiteatru Economic Conference” is being 

organised in partnership with the Business and Tourism Faculty and the 

Association for Innovation and Quality in Sustainable Business (BASIQ):  

18-19 June 2015, ASE București, Romania; 2-3 June 2016, Konstanz, Germany;  

31 May-3 June 2017, Graz, Austria. 

 Between the December 9-10, 2016, the “Good practices regarding the creation, 

writing and publishing of a scientific article” workshop takes place, organised 

with students, master students and PhD students from the Bucharest University 

of Economic Studies Doctoral Schools of Business Administration and 

Accounting.  

 Since February 2018, the journal is implementing the DOI system (Digital 

Object Identifier) provided by the CrossRef Agency for the papers published in 

scientific journals. 
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Amfiteatru Economic – An Anniversary Statistical Profile 

 

Professor Gheorghe Săvoiu, PhD, Habil., 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

University of Pitești, Romania 

 

 

A statistical analysis, made at the anniversary date, of an academic publication that 

has reached an international status, must also be one that makes a period-by-period 

chronology. Thus, two distinct intervals, which are to be distinctively analysed in the 

life cycle of the journal Amfiteatru Economic up to the present moment: two decades 

of general existence, of which the last was defined by its presence in the elite of the 

international economic journals indexed in Thomson Reuters Services Web of 

Science (which was renamed Clarivate Analytics Web of Science in 2016). At the 

same time, this statistical analysis calls for distinct indicators, both inventory 

indicators, to mark the two anniversaries, and marker indicators, in an attempt to 

identify the major qualitative changes in the editorial and managerial course of the 

journal, combining, on the one hand, purely descriptive statistical methods and 

confrontational methods, and, on the other hand, the methods of frequency analysis 

and those meant to estimate the normality of the distributions of the three essential 

elements of any scientific publication: papers, authors, and the size and structure of 

the journal.  

 

1. Statistical indicators of a two-decade editorial life-cycle  

During the last two decades, Amfiteatru Economic has gone a remarkable upward 

path, from a local impact journal to a prestigious publication that was at the forefront 

of the economic research journals in Romania, even in the middle (i.e. yellow) zone 

of the best international journals according to the value of the impact factor (the 

second quartile). Over the 20 years of continuous publishing and editing valuable 

research papers in the fields of economic sciences and business administration, the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal has evolved cyclically along a differentiated path, 

through four ascending evolutionary stages evidenced by the 56 actual issues (from 

two, to three, and then four issues a year). 
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After an original debut in 1999, the journal went through a pioneering period, 

focusing on single author works signed by students and/or young teachers and 

scholars, with an average of about two pages per article. Then, the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal saw another period of creative transition and experimental 

editorial development, marked by successively doubling the annual average size of 

the published articles, reaching, in 2007, an average of about six pages. The full 

scientific establishment of the journal occurred in 2008, once with its entering the 

Thomson Reuters Services Web of Science indexed family of publications, in 

recognition of its previous successes, proven by impact and visibility, and also 

confirmed by its national, and especially international, prestige and reach, obtained 

through citations, international authors attracted, rigour in publishing, and its 

presence in international databases. Ever since 2008, and up to the present, two other 

evolutionary cycles are delineated, marked by the evolution of its annual issue rate, 

which increased to three, by including a special number resulting from the 

proceedings of the international conferences, until 2013, and, eventually, the journal 

Amfiteatru Economic turned into a quarterly publication (figure no. 1).  

 
Figure no. 1. Dynamics of the issues of Amfiteatru Economic  

from 1998 to 2017 

During the 20 years of the Amfiteatru Economic journal, three significant stock 

indicators clearly describe its evolutionary dimensions: i) the number of articles, 

which reached 1,422 items at the end of the period; ii) the 2,623 authors who wrote 

these articles (some of whom authored several articles published in the journal 
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pages); iii) the 9,851 total pages published. Figure no. 2 shows, in an associated 

manner, these three specific developments of articles, authors and pages published 

annually. One can notice dynamics that outline oscillations and discontinuities, 

which are gradually normalized and relatively more stabilized editorially over the 

last decade.  

 
Figure no. 2. Associated evolution of the number of articles,  

pages and authors published in the journal Amfiteatru Economic (1999-2018) 

The absolute amplitude of the number of articles published annually (figure no. 3) 

oscillates permanently in the two decades of existence, ranging from a maximum of 

128 to a minimum of 54, thus almost equalling the average of 75 articles over the 

entire period analysed. The value of the 100% relative amplitude of the same 

indicator signals the homogeneity of the data series, and is the consequence of 

editorial policy decisions, the timeliness and thematic opportuneness of each issue, 

the materialized intent to disseminate as many original researches as possible, as well 

as the high level of collaboration between publishers, etc., which means selecting 

only a part of the explanatory factors of the journal’s success (Starbuck, 2016, 

p.178). 
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Figure no. 3. Evolution of the yearly number of articles published  

in the journal Amfiteatru Economic (1999-2018) 

The Amfiteatru Economic journal has gradually developed a true culture of economic 

research in a dynamic, or even explosive context, which could at times become 

turbulent as a result of the growing number of new journals in Romania. By means 

of a careful and consistent editorial management, the journal has made possible the 

publication of valuable research through papers accessed internationally and quoted 

in the mainstream of publications, adding value and prestige to the authors accepted, 

and gaining recognition in the increasingly intense competition between national and 

international journals (Forgues and Liarte, 2013; Acharya et al., 2014). 

Correlatively, the evolution of the number of authors published was marked by a 

significant multiplier (4.5), increasing practically from a minimum of 58 authors to 

a maximum of 261 (figure no. 4), while the total number of the pages published 

annually experienced an explosive dynamic – from 86 to 1,142 pages (figure no. 5).  
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Figure no. 4. Evolution of the number of authors who wrote  

the papers published in Amfiteatru Economic (1999-2018) 

Providing an average of about 520 pages a year (225 pages in the first decade, and 782 

pages in the second decade), the existence is confirmed, in quantitative, and thus also 

qualitative terms, of evolving oscillations on significant upward thresholds, as a result 

of a set of decisions to improve editorial processes, competitive positioning and 

creative stimulation tendencies through the topics included in the issues published. 

 
Figure no. 5. Annual evolution of the number of pages of the journal  

(1999-2018) 
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A minimal set of statistical indicators succinctly characterizes the scientific maturity 

of the journal Amfiteatru Economic, describing both the position the journal attained 

in the international community of prestigious economic journals, and the intensity of 

association of its development trends with the general trend of scientific research. 

Two intensive analysis indicators, presented below, are notable through their 

practically demonstrated ability to capture and suggestively render the visibility of 

significant qualitative developments, when the latter occur in the life cycle of a 

publication: 

a) the dynamics of the average annual number of authors per article (figure 

no. 6) reveals a steadily ascending trend, with a slight decrease between 2012 and 

2013, which marks a nearly threefold multiplication in the case of a maximum 

editorial threshold of five authors (in a context where the journal was dominated by 

articles with single authors in the first seven years); 

 
Figure no. 6. Dynamics of average annual number  

of authors per article published (1999–2018) 

b) the evolution of the number of pages per article (figure no. 7) has benefited 

from a much higher multiplier. Thus, between 1999 and 2018, the number of pages 

increased almost eight times (with an inter-annual amplitude of over 12 pages), from 

1.5 to 13.8 pages, an appreciable trend especially in the context of a practical 

restriction through an editorial limit of 14-15 pages per manuscript.  
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Figure no. 7. Evolution of number of pages per article published (1999-2018) 

Although, over the whole period under analysis, the average number of pages per 

published article was circa 7, in 2010 a maximum of 13.8 pages was reached, and 

after 2013 this trend diminished its oscillations within a relatively stationary band – 

between 10 and 12 pages per article. The qualitative changes of the two decades of 

editorial existence are reflected by a synthetic statistical determination of the 

remarkable leap from a 1 or 2 pages article with a single author to a 10-12 pages 

article authored by circa three persons. 

 

2. Relevant statistics of a decade of indexing within the universe of prestigious 

economics journals 

A distinctive statistical image has been emerging in the last decade, more precisely 

since 2008, when the journal Amfiteatru Economic was indexed by the Thomson 

Reuters Web of Science (which became Clarivate Analytics in 2016). 

The last decade has proven to be a statistically much more normalized one, especially 

from a distributive point of view, in terms of the three major variables: 

articles/papers, authors and pages. Table no. 1 shows these three variables, in 

comparable and detailed annual values each year, as a result of the aggregation of 

the issues of Amfiteatru Economic published annually, and, at the same time, 

confirmed by the official statistics of the Clarivate Analytics Web of Science 

database. 
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Table no. 1. Issues, articles, authors and pages per annum (2008-2018) 

Year  Journal issues Number of 

articles 

Number of 

authors 

Number of 

pages 

2008 3 109 171 890 

2009 3 73 150 751 

2010 3 59 144 815 

2011 3 63 162 671 

2012 3 59 130 487 

2013 3 60 142 556 

2014 4 95 261 1,142 

2015 4 89 259 963 

2016 4 69 196 805 

2017 4 75 223 741 

Total 34 751 1,838 7,821 

Source: Based on data available online at: http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva 

_EN.aspx, and confirmed by online statistics http://apps.webofknowledge.com.am.e-

nformation.ro/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=E1pZUvmlQQSqiMkMRvf&search_mode=

GeneralSearch&prID=3a7058f0-b673-4f42-a3c4-cec89d49caa5 

A graphical comparison of the three major variables anticipates the existence of 

correlations that are significant in terms of impact on the qualitative evolution of the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal (figure no. 8). 

 
Figure no. 8. Annual association of the three defining variables of the journal 

http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.am.e-nformation.ro/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=E1pZUvmlQQSqiMkMRvf&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=3a7058f0-b673-4f42-a3c4-cec89d49caa5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.am.e-nformation.ro/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=E1pZUvmlQQSqiMkMRvf&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=3a7058f0-b673-4f42-a3c4-cec89d49caa5
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.am.e-nformation.ro/Search.do?product=WOS&SID=E1pZUvmlQQSqiMkMRvf&search_mode=GeneralSearch&prID=3a7058f0-b673-4f42-a3c4-cec89d49caa5
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A subsequent correlation analysis between the explanatory variables of the evolution 

and success of the journal, based on a correlation matrix, identifies logical 

connections in the editing and publication process, having a medium and even high 

level of intensity between the data series of the three variables describing the articles, 

authors and pages. The significant, pertinent correlation that is major in terms of 

qualitative impact and intensity (R = 0.791) is that between the number of authors 

and the final number of pages per article, consistent with the specific dynamics of 

teamwork research and the multiplied contribution in the size of the article by the 

number of researchers, and also their willingness to participate or their materialized 

intent to improve their visible performance (table no. 2).  

Table no. 2. Correlation matrix 

 Number of articles Number of authors Number of pages 

Number of articles 1.000000 0.601877 0.750439 

Number of authors 0.601877 1.000000 0.790614 

Number of pages 0.750439 0.790614 1.000000 

Soft used: EViews 

A statistical editorial profile of the last decade for the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

shows three important structural dimensions. 

a) the typological distribution in relation to the range of topics of the 751 

articles published (figure no. 9) shows that more than 90 out of 100 are papers purely 

thematic in nature, 4.5 are editorial materials, about 4 are book reviews, and the rest 

of about 1.5 articles commemorate important personalities who devoted their life to 

education and/or academic research in Romanian economic sciences (as part of the 

Personalia cycle). One article is considered by the Web of Science Clarivate 

Analytics as an editorial letter.  

 

Figure no. 9. Structure of the articles published  

over the last decade – in accordance with their typology 



AE Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX 

 

42 Amfiteatru Economic 

b) the distribution according to the nationality of the authors is dominated by 

Romanian authors (66.0%). Figure no. 10 shows the ranking of the top 10 countries, 

other than Romania, according to the number of authors who published papers in the 

journal. Most of them (i.e. 24) come from Serbia, and the fewest come from France 

(10 authors). There are also authors from over 30 countries who have published in 

the journal Amfiteatru Economic, which reveals the regional and even international 

character of the journal.  

 
Figure no. 10. Ranking of the top ten countries in keeping with the nationality 

of the articles published over the last decade 

c) the distribution of the articles in relation to the institution where the 

authors usually conduct their activity (which may be educational, academic, 

research, economic, etc.) places the Bucharest University of Economic Studies 

(39.5%), the Babeş-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca (3.5%), the University of 

Bucharest and the University of Craiova (1.8%), the Romanian Academy (1.6%), the 

Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași (1.4%) in the topmost positions. 

Nevertheless, this list of institutions is completed by universities in the top 

international academic institutions, such as the University of Cambridge, London 

School of Economics, the University of Hamburg, the University of Strasbourg, the 

University of Economics in Prague, the University of Belgrade, etc. 

From the final section of most articles published in Amfiteatru Economic, where, along 

with thanks to sponsors of the research published, the funds from which scientific 

investigations were financed were identified, their statistic is generated, which is 

dominated by the European Social Fund (which, from the sum total of the programs, 

brings together over 21 articles), as well as other EU funds (circa 11 articles). 
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A statistical input-output imbalance, favourable to the evolution of the journal over 

the past decade, is provided by the compared ratio of the articles published in 

Amfiteatru Economic and subsequently quoted in the Web of Science Clarivate 

Analytics, and the articles published by other journals included in the Web of 

Science collections Clarivate Analytics, which are cited by Amfiteatru Economic, 

whether the total number of citations is analysed (in this case the ratio is 1,829 to 

1,197-1.528 or 152.8%), or that of citations without self-citations (the ratio is 1,172 

to 907-1,292 or 129.2%). 

The presentation, in the Personalia cycle of articles, of model teachers and researchers, 

who had an essential contribution as role-models and shapers for the younger 

generations, and respectively, of important personalities who devoted their life to 

economic education and academic research in Economics, most of them related to the 

Bucharest University of Economic Studies, is partly exemplified in box no. 1. 

Box no. 1 

 Nicolae D. Xenopol – Father of the Academy of High Commercial and 

Industrial Studies in Bucharest 

 Ion N. Angelescu – Founder of the Commercial Academy Palace, and the first 

Professor of History of Commerce 

 Giromoslav Mladenatz – Professor and Rector of the Commercial Academy, 

the most important theorist of Romanian co-operative system 

 A great teacher – Iosif Ionescu-Muscel 

 A human example, worth following – Dumitru Dima  

 Gheorghe Dolgu – an exceptional career 

 The man who moulded professionals, and above all characters – Nicolae Sută  

 A model for future generations – Dumitru Patriche   

 Constantin Florescu – founder of the Marketing School in Bucharest  

 Radu Emilian – a visionary teacher 

 Professor Emeritus Iacob Cătoiu  

 Alexandru Puiu –  the passion of construction 

 The creator of a great opus in economics, the founder and reformer of the 

school of economics – Rector Paul Bran 

 Laudatio – in honour of His Majesty King Michael I of Romania, on the 

occasion of the award of the title “Doctor Honoris Causa” of the Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies  

Source: Selection of data available online at: http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva 

_EN.aspx  

http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1072
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=649
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=953
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=62
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=354
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1039
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1118
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=2532
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1146
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1193
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1193
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/ArticolRO.aspx?CodArticol=1193
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
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A natural need to inform the readers of the journal about the publication and succinct 

content of some important books in the economic field in the national space, and 

especially worldwide, generated the decision to regularly publish important book 

reviews. These are partly exemplified in box no. 2, where the mere enumeration of 

some titles may be sufficient to assess their thematic diversity and implicit usefulness. 

Box no. 2 

 Marketingul în administraţia publică/Marketing in public administration 

 Viziune nouă, incitantă în lumea mărfurilor/A new, exciting vision in the world 

of goods 

 Principles of Hotel Front Office Operations. A Study Guide  

 Noua economie. Sfârşitul certitudinilor/The new economy. The End of 

Certainties 

 Managementul calităţii serviciilor – fundamente, concepte, metode/Quality of 

service management – fundamentals, concepts, methods 

 Modelarea în ştiinţa mărfurilor – o abordare din perspectiva consumatorului/ 

Modelling in Commodity Science – a Consumer Approach  

 Turism Rural. Tratat/Rural tourism. A Treatise 

 Schimbarea peisajului de afaceri al României/Changing the business 

landscape of Romania 

 Provocarea mondială: Managementul japonez/World Challenge: Japanese 

Management 

 Piaţa politică. Paradigme şi realităţi/The political market. Paradigms and 

realities 

 Government Failure. A Primer in Public Choice  

 Commodity – Consumer – Quality The XXIst Century’s Perspective Global 

Practices of Corporate Social Responsibility 

 Marketing et gestion de la relation client/Marketing and management of the 

the client relationship  

 Econophysics: Background and Applications in Economics, Finance, and 

Sociophysics  

 The Changing Business Landscape of Romania. Lessons for and from 

Transition Economies 

 Logistics Clusters: Delivering Value and Driving Growth 

 Quality Management. Global Conception and Researches 

 Management de la qualité. Notion globale et recherche en la matière 

 Online Consumer Protection. Theories of Human Relativism 

 Directors and Corporate Social Responsibility 
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 Ethics and Neuromarketing: Implications for Market Research and Business 

Practice  

 Migration of Ukrainian Population. Economic, Institutional and Sociocultural 

Factors 

 The market for ideas 

Source: Selection of data available online at: http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva 

_EN.aspx 

The number of keywords, which, in the author’s guide is limited to 4 to 7, as a matter 

of pure orientation, approach the average figure of 4 words per article (which is 

actually the minimum limit). The frequency statistical analysis of the occurrence of 

keywords redefines the journal through a set of paradigms, in the sense of 

inflectional tables of some major, and sometimes even surprising, words. Thus, the 

most common keyword or modal is a paradigm derived from the consumption/ 

consumer word family (151 occurrences), followed by management (99), quality 

(89), services (75), environment and milieu (64), development (64), social (63), 

tourism (62), model (62), m 

arketing (61), economic (59), education (55), responsible/responsible (55), etc.  

We kept, as the final element, the statistical evidence of clear management 

improvement, through an editorial effort with visible impact, and the journalistic 

decisions that have changed the journal’s dynamics (figure no. 11). 

1. Number of articles published 

 

 

Period 1999-2008 (two decades) Period 2008-2018 (one decade) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Arhiva%20_EN.aspx
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2. Total number of authors 

 

 

Period 1999-2008 (two decades) Period 2008-2018 (one decade) 

 

3. Total number of pages 

  
Period 1999-2008 (two decades) Period 1999-2008 (two decades) 

 

4. Number of authors per article 

  
Period 1999-2008 (two decades) Period 1999-2008 (two decades) 
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Figure no. 11. Statistical comparison of the data distributions  

over the last two decades, and over the last decade 

Soft used: EViews 

In the graphical charts above, two distributions were permanently presented, 

respectively the left-side chart shows the situation in the last two decades, and on the 

right there appears only the situation for the last decade (defined by the permanent 

presence in the Clarivate Analytics Web of Science database). What emerges from 

the statistical confrontation of the two types of distributions is an evident case of 

qualitative homogenization, and a visible and significant Gaussian normalization 

specific to the last decade of the Amfiteatru Economic journal (charts on the right). 

A final remark will emphasize that, far and beyond the performance and exceptional 

evolution of the Amfiteatru Economic journal, demonstrated through the statistical 

indicators developed in this original analysis, a management and a set of editorial 

decisions have been identified that stressed on the quality of both teamwork and 

research itself, implicitly on research projects. The international assessment of the 

relatively limited impact of articles and economic publications on most practical 

activities (Bromwich, Scapens, 2016) and their economic efficiency, including the 

competitiveness of companies and the efficiency of their products and services, 

requires the further identification of innovative principles for the eligibility of peer 

review solutions, or even new standard components of the papers (related to the 

applicability of the research described in the article). All the above facts and 

arguments are, ever more clearly, becoming realities under the increasing pressure 

put on research in universities and research institutions, to demonstrate the 

5. Number of pages per article 

 

 

Period 1999-2008 (two decades) Period 2008-2018 (one decade) 



AE Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX 

 

48 Amfiteatru Economic 

applicability of the results published, as well as the impact and the value of the 

academic research in the community to which the authors belong. 
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Amfiteatru Economic – Ten Years since the Indexing  

and Ranking by Web of Science 

Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, 

Editor-in-Chief, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 

Academy of Romanian Scientists 

Associate professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil., 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

 

Beginning with issue 23, year 2008, Amfiteatru Economic [0.581]1 has been indexed 

by Thomson Reuters Services (since 2016 Clarivate Analytics) in the category of 

Economics, being found in the Social Sciences Citation Index; Social SciSearch; 

Journal Citation Reports/Social Sciences Edition. The journal is included in the main 

stream of the international economic scientific publications, gaining international 

recognition and visibility. Evidence lies in the main scientometric indexes of the 

journal which have been calculated throughout time by the Web of Science and have 

been presented in table no. 3. 

Table no. 3. Scientometric indexes of the Amfiteatru Economic journal  

in Web of Science 

Journal 

Citation 

Reports (JCR) 

Impact 

Factor (IF) 

IF on 

5 

years 

Article 

Influence Score 

(AIS) 

IF without 

self-citations 

Total 

citations 

H 

index1 

2016 0.581 0.534 0.049 0.534 234 16 

2015 0.564 0.584 0.038 0.342 228 13 

20142 - - - - - 11 

2013 0.838 0.687 0.070 0.361 209 9 

2012 0.953 - - 0.226 172 7 

2011 0.757 - - 0.095 167 3 

2010 0.320 - - 0.088 79 3 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018. 
1 The H-index (the Hirsch index) measures the scientific productivity and the apparent 

scientific impact of a researcher or of a publication indexed in a database. The index is based 

on the number of published scientific papers, the most cited ones and the number of citations 

they have received in other publications. 
2 In 2014, there have not been calculated the scientometric indexes. 

Obs.: Journal Citation Reports for year n is published in year n+1. 

                                                 
1 The Impact Factor of the last Journal Citation Reports (2016), available via the AnelisPlus 

platform has been indicated between brackets for all journals found in Web of Science. 
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The Web of Science also displays, for each academic journal, its position in the 

hierarchy of each Social Science subfield. As resulting from Table no. 4, in the case 

of the Amfiteatru Economic journal [0.581] quartile in 2010 (the fourth), to the third 

quartile of the last Journal Citation Reports available in February 2018 (JCR 2016). 

If in 2010, 305 journals had been indexed within the subfield of Economics, in 2016 

their number increased with about 13.7% to 347. The Journal Citation Reports also 

display the position occupied by each journal within the subfield it belongs to, 

according to the impact factor (for JCR 2016, the position of the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal [0.581] is 253 of a total number of 347 journals in the subfield of 

Economics), as well as weight (relative frequency) in the JIF Percentile column.  

Table no. 4. Indexing quartile of the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

Journal Citation Reports 

(JCR) 

Occupied 

position 
Quartile JIF Percentile  

2016 253/347 Q3 27,233 

2015 242/345 Q3 30,000 

2014 - - - 

2013 160/333 Q2 51,102 

2012 139/333 Q2 58,408 

2011 165/231 Q3 48,754 

2010 238/305 Q4 22,121 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018. 

Since its indexing in the Web of Science, the journal has published, by year 2013, 

two regular issues (in February and June), and a special number in November. As a 

result of the increase of its amenity, prestige and visibility, as well as of the growing 

number of received articles, three regular numbers have been issued in February, 

May and August, and a special one in November, beginning with year 2014. Table 

no. 5 presents the total number of articles found in the Web of Science beginning 

with 2008, as well as the evolution of the number of citations within this time span. 

From a ratio of 0.12 citations per each issued article, it has presently reached an 

average of approximately 3,5 citations per each article issued in Amfiteatru 

Economic [0.581] (table no. 3). The editorial team is constantly striving not only to 

improve the quality of the articles, applying an increasing rigor in the review process, 

but also to identify challenging subjects for the prospective numbers.  
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Table no. 5. Evolution of the number of citations and articles  

in the Web of Science 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Articles  109 73 59 63 59 60 95 89 69 75 75* 

Issues/ year 2+1 2+1 2+1 2+1 2+1 2+1 3+1 3+1 3+1 3+1 3+1 

Citations - 9 58 182 200 238 305 322 254 258 3** 

Citations/articles - 0.12 0.98 2.88 3.38 3.96 3.21 3.61 3.68 3.44 - 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018. 

* A maximum number of 75 accepted articles per year is forecasted. 

** On 12.01.2018. 

Accessing the Web of Science database via the AnelisPlus system allows the display 

of a comparative report concerning the evolution of the number of publications, the 

Hirsch index of the journal at a certain moment, the average number of citations per 

article, the total number of citations with and without self-citations, and respectively 

the number of articles citing the papers issued by Amfiteatru Economic. Figure no. 

12 sums up these indexes for Amfiteatru Economic in early February 2018. 

Figure no. 12. Scientometric indexes of the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

Based on the Article Influence Score determined by the Web of Science, the 

corresponding department of the Romanian Ministry of Research (UEFISCDI) 

calculates the Relative Score of Influence (SRI) for journals. This represents “the 

influence score of the journal related to the median of the influence scores of the 
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journals within the same field. If a journal is indexed by the Web of Science in 

several fields, the most appropriate version for that journal shall be considered. The 

main purpose of calculating the Relative Score of Influence is to eliminate the 

intrinsic differences between fields” (Ad-Astra, 2016). The UEFISCDI also 

calculates the Relative Factor of Impact, defined as “the ratio between the Impact 

Factor of the journal and the Aggregated Impact Factor of the field in which the 

journal is indexed”, and in case the journal is found in several fields, the most 

relevant factor will be taken into consideration” (UEFISCDI Scientometrics, 2016; 

Dinu, Săvoiu, Dabija, 2017). The Relative Score of Influence was used between 

2013 and 2015 as a criterion for awarding articles which were indexed in the first or 

the second quartile according to the Web of Science (Awarding UEFISCDI articles, 

2015; Dinu, Săvoiu, Dabija, 2017). Table no. 6 presents the evolution of the two 

indexes calculated by UEFISCDI for the Amfiteatru Economic journal.  

Table no. 6. Relative Score of Influence of Amfiteatru Economic 

JCR 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

SRI - 0,107 - 0,059 0,082 

FRI 0,799 0,673 - 0,422 0,391 

Sources: FRI, 2018; SRI, 2018.  

JCR – Journal Citation Reports for the year n issued by Web of Science in the year n+1. 

SRI – Relative Score of Influence determined by UEFISCDI. 

FRI – Relative Factor of Impact determined by UEFISCDI. 

The Journal Citation Reports issues under the name of Cited Journal Graph the 

graphic representation with the annual distribution of the citations to the articles 

issued in a journal considered (e.g. Amfiteatru Economic) in other journals within 

the last ten years. Figure no. 13 reveals the fact that, in 2016, they were indexed in 

other journals from the Web of Science: 

 column 1: seven citations to the papers issued in Amfiteatru Economic in 

2016, of which one was a self-citation for a journal;  

 column 2: 59 citations to the papers issued by Amfiteatru Economic in 2015, 

of which two self-citations for the journal; 

 column 3: 41 citations to the papers issued by Amfiteatru Economic in 2014, 

of which six self-citations for the journal; 

 column 4: 26 citations to the papers issued by Amfiteatru Economic in 2013, 

of which one self-citation; 

 column 5: 28 citations to the papers issued by Amfiteatru Economic in 2012, 

of which two self-citations; etc. for the following columns.  
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Figure no. 13. Diagram with the annual distribution of citations  

to the articles issued by the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

The Journal Citation Reports also displays the first 20 journals with which the 

considered journal (Amfiteatru Economic) has citing relations. Thus, figure no. 14 

highlights the journals with which Amfiteatru Economic [0.581] has in 2016 the most 

intense interconnection relations via citations for the entire considered period (since 

the publication of the journal). Consequently, in 2016 were indexed:  

 18 self-citations, of which one comes from an article issued in 2016, two 

from articles issued in 2015, six from articles issued in 2014, one from articles issued 

in 2013, two from articles issued in 2012, and six from articles from 2011 or older; 

 11 citations in Transformations in Business & Economics [0.556], of which 

three from papers from 2015, one from 2014, two from 2013, three from 2012, and 

two from papers issued in 2011 or older; 

 10 citations from Sustainability-Basel [1,789], of which two from 2015, 

2014 and 2013, the rest being from 2012 or older; etc.  
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Figure no. 14. Interconnection relationships via citations  

of Amfiteatru Economic in other journals 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

The Journal Citation Reports also issues the graphical representation denominated 

as the Citing Journal Graph. This contains the annual distribution of all citations 

within the articles of a considered journal (e.g. Amfiteatru Economic). Thus, 1,971 

bibliographical references (citations) were indexed within the 69 papers issued in 

2016 in the Amfiteatru Economic journal [0.581]. Of all these, 1,201 are for papers 

to be found in the Web of Science (in journals, books, conference volumes, etc.): 

 column 1: 47 bibliographical references (citations) are from 2016, one being 

a self-citation for a journal; 

 column 2: 209 citations are from 2015, of which two are self-citations for 

the journal; 

 column 3: 176 citations are from 2014, of which six self-citations for the 

journal; 

 column 4: 144 citations are from 2013, of which one is a self-citation; 

 column 5: 136 citations are from 2012, of which two are self-citations; and 

so on for the following columns.  
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Figure no. 15. Diagram with the annual distribution of all citations made in 

the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

The authors who published articles in Amfiteatru Economic [0.581] throughout 2016 

cited bibliographical references from numerous other journals. Journal Citation 

Reports also allows their display, being as well considered “relations” of 

interconnection with other journals. Thus, from the 1971 bibliographical references, 

27 are from Tourism Management [4.707], 18 from Amfiteatru Economic [0.581], 

13 from American Economic Review [4.026], 12 each from Annals of Tourism 

Research [3.194], Journal of Public Economy [1.538], Quarterly Journal of 

Economics [6.662] and Research Policy [4.495], 11 each from Econometrica [3.379] 

and Energy Policy [4.140], 10 from Journal of Sustainable Tourism [2.978], 9 from 

International Journal of Hospitality Management [2.787], 8 each from Economic 

Journal [2.608] and Journal of Development Economics [1.889], 7 each in Applied 

Economics [0.648], Ecological Economics [2.965], Journal of Business Ethics 

[2.354], Journal of Economic Growth [3.440], Journal of Econometrics [1.633], 

Journal of International Economics [2.042], Service Industries Journal [1.172] etc. 

These “relationships” of interconnection are rendered in figure no. 16. It is noted that 

these relations of interconnection are predominant in the journals of the first two 
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quartiles of the Web of Science, considering the Impact Factor of the Journal Citation 

Reports 2016, the “best” journal from this perspective being Quarterly Journal of 

Economics [6.662] whose articles had been cited for 12 times in Amfiteatru 

Economic [0.581] throughout 2016.  

 

Figure no. 16. Bibliographical references cited in Amfiteatru Economic  

in 2016 from other journals found in Web of Science 

Source: Web of Science, available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

Considering the different scientometric indexes from the Web of Science, in 

February 2018 Amfiteatru Economic [0.581] took a leading position, not only within 

the found Romanian economic journals, but also among the ones in the field of the 

Social Sciences (table no. 7). In fact, it is noted that Amfiteatru Economic is a leader 

concerning the Hirsch index, also recording in JCR 2016 most of the total citations 

(234) as compared to the 103 ones of the Economic Computation and Economic 

Cybernetics Studies & Research [0.299] in economic sciences, namely the 151 

citations of the Transylvanian Review of Administrative Sciences [0.456]. The same 

situation is also noted concerning the impact factor with and without self-citations, 

namely the impact factor on five years. The only Romanian journal of the Social 

Sciences highlighting an Article Influence Score higher than Amfiteatru Economic 

is Revue Romaine de Linguistique, indexed in the subfield of Linguistics. Table no. 

7 also highlights the fact that Amfiteatru Economic is the only journal to be found in 

Quartile 3 of its indexing subfield, also occupying the most favourable position from 

the JIF Percentile perspective.  
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Table no. 7. Scientometric indexes of Romanian journals in the field  

of Social Sciences, according to the Journal Citation Reports 

Journal Field IF* IF 

on 5 

years 

AIS* IF 

without 

self-

citations 

Total 

citations 

Position Q JIF 

Percentile  

H 

index* 

AE E 0.581 0.534 0.049 0.534 234 253/347 Q3 27.233 16 

ECECSR E 0.299 0.240 0.039 0.251 103 312/347 Q4 6.365 13 

RJEF E 0.238 0.232 0.038 0.150 92 324/347 Q4 6.772 10 

RJPS PS 0.458 0.382 0.047 0.083 34 132/165 Q4 20.303 5 

TRAS PA 0.456 0.418 0.090 0.433 151 42/47 Q4 11.702 10 

RCSI 
SW  

0.380 0.310 0.046 0.360 115 
38/42 Q4 10.714 14 

S 120/143 Q4 16.434 

JEBP PC 0.222 0.250 0.040 0.166 10 120/121 Q4 1.240 5 

RRL L 0.070 0.132 0.112 0.070 31 178/182 Q4 2.473 4 

TR AS 0.045 0.031 0.003 0.022 31 69/69 Q4 0.725 4 

Source: Web of Science. available via the AnelisPlus portal, 2018.  

* In February 2018; IF – Impact Factor; AIS – Article Influence Score; Q – Quartile. 

The denomination of the journals  

AE – Amfiteatru Economic;  

ECECSR – Economic Computation and Economic Cybernetics Studies & 

Research;  

JEBP – Journal of Evidence Based Psychoterapies;  

RCIS – Revista de Cercetare și Intervenție Socială (Research and Social 

Intervention Journal);  

RJEF – Romanian Journal of Economic Forecasting;  

RJPS – Romanian Journal of Political Science;  

RRL – Revue Romaine de Linguistique;  

TR – Transylvanian Review;  

TRAS – Transylvanian Review of Administrative Sciences.  

Index Fields in Social Sciences  

AS – Area Studies;  

E – Economics;  

L – Linguistics;  

PA – Public Administration;  

PC – Psychology Clinical;  

PS – Political Science;  

S – Sociology;  

SW – Social Work.  
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Amfiteatru Economic in International Databases 
 

Associate Professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil., 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

 

In addition to Web of Science, the Amfiteatru Economic journal has also been 

indexed since 2008 by the Scopus database, owned by Elsevier B.V. and launched 

in 2004. At present, Scopus is considered to be “an excellent alternative” for the 

assessment of impact and visibility of the European research” (Vieira, Gomes, 2009; 

Chadegani et al., 2013; Dinu, Săvoiu, and Dabija, 2017). The scientometric indexes 

calculated by Scopus for journals are SNIP, SJR, CiteScore and the Hirsch Index 

(SCImago Country Rank, 2016; AE Scientometric Indexes, 2016; CiteScore, 2016; 

Scopus Journal Metrics, 2017; Scopus Hirsch, 2017; Dinu, Săvoiu, and Dabija, 

2017): 

 “The normalized impact per paper” (SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per 

Paper): measures the impact carried out by the citations of a journal. This is 

determined by the ratio between a journal’s number of citations and the total number 

of citations of the field in which Scopus registers that journal. This index allows a 

better valuation of the citations in the fields in which citations are less frequent. The 

index offers the possibility to draw a corresponding comparison between journals 

associated with different scientific fields, reporting being done in each case on the 

total number of citations of the considered field.  

 SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) is an index measuring the relative impact of 

the citations registered by a certain journal. In determining this index, citations are 

weighted according to the importance (visibility) of the journal. If the journal is a 

top-tier one, registering many citations, consequently any citation for the articles in 

this journal will be higher than 1. If the journal is rather at the bottom of the ranking, 

then a new citation will have value lower than 1 (the closer a journal is to the top of 

the ranking, the more will any accumulated citation count). Practically, the SJR for 

an A journal in the year n will be represented by the ratio between the number of the 

weighted citations received by the A journal for any published article during the 

years n-1, n-2 or n-3, divided by the total number of published articles during the 

three considered years. Thus, it is considered that an assessment of the medium 

prestige of an article is accomplished, being used for comparing the journals 

throughout the process of scientific evaluation.  
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 CiteScore (CS) is the new denomination of the Impact per Publication 

index, being somewhat similar to the Impact Factor from the Web of Science. 

CiteScore measures the impact that citations from the last three years have had (as 

compared to Web of Science, only citations from the last two years are taken into 

consideration). Hence, CS is the result of the ratio of citations from year n to the 

articles published in the years n-1, n-2 and n-3 divided to by the total number of 

articles published in the years n-1, n-2 and n-3. 

 The Hirsch Index: when calculating this index, only citations of papers from 

Scopus will be taken into consideration, regardless of the nature of the source: 

journal, book, collective volume, conference proceedings etc.”.  

Scopus periodically updates the scientometric indexes of journals, at the same time 

highlighting their forecast based on citations and articles registered at a certain time. 

Table no. 8 presents the scientometric indexes determined by Scopus for the 

Amfiteatru Economic, which, from the Scopus perspective, is ranked in the field of 

Economics, Econometrics and Finance. 

Table no. 8. Scientometric indexes of the Amfiteatru Economic journal in Scopus  

Scopus 

JM 
SNIP SJR 

Cite 

Score 
Position Citations Quartile 

Coop. 

Intern. 

H 

index 

(a) (b) (c)  (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (i) 

2017 - - 0.44* - 119* - - - 

2016 0.427 0.250 0.48 65/183 123 Q2 8.57 12 

2015 0.496 0.183 0.44 68/182 107 Q3 13.79 10 

2014 0.950 0.237 0.84 32/169 135 Q2 4.42 8 

2013 0.729 0.285 0.55 48/152 76 Q2 5.56 6 

2012 0.641 0.225 0.35 57/141 57 Q2 10.64 4 

2011 0.501 0.209 0.35 51/125 101 Q2 17.65 3 

2010 0.056 0.187 - - 32 Q3 18.75 2 

2009 0.035 0.110 - - 3 Q4 8.22 1 

(a) Scopus Journal Metrics (JM) available at https://journalmetrics.scopus.com;  

(b) SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper (AE SCImago, 2018); 

(c) SJR – SCImago Journal Rank (AE SCImago, 2018);  

(d) CiteScore (AE SCImago, 2018);  

(e) Position is determined according to the hierarchy of the journals by the yearly index 

CiteScore for Economics, Econometrics and Finance (AE SCImago, 2018);  

(f) Citations (AE SCImago, 2018);  

(g) Quartile: Depends on the position occupied by a journal according to their hierarchy in 

the considered field (AE SCImago, 2018); 

(h) International cooperation: The percentage of articles with foreign authors as compared 

to the country where the article was published, according to the declared affiliation; 

(i) The Hirsch Index: Annually determined by Scopus (AE SCImago, 2018); 

* Forecast for Journal Metrics 2017 (CiteScore Tracker, 2018). 

https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/
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Scopus also draws a very pertinent analysis, for its own journals, of the impact of 

total citations versus self-citations, of citations over two, three and four years (AE 

SCImago 2018). These values for the years of indexing the Amfiteatru Economic 

journal in Scopus are presented in table no. 9. Although the average number of 

citations per each published article is not very high, we can notice the downward 

trend of self-citations, which confirms the reliability of the implemented editorial 

policy.  

Table no. 9. Analysis of citations in Scopus for Amfiteatru Economic 

Scopus 

Journal 

Metrics 

Total 

citations 

Self-

citations 

% 

b/a 

Citations in: External 

citations/ 

doc 

Citations/ 

doc 2 years 3 years 4 years 

(a) (b) (c)  (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (i) 

2016 122 9 7 0.469 0.496 0.486 0.459 0.496 

2015 107 32 30 0.540 0.522 0.512 0.366 0.522 

2014 135 95 70 1.094 0.931 0.774 0.276 0.931 

2013 76 43 57 0.656 0.551 0.493 0.239 0.551 

2012 57 28 49 0.319 0.354 0.284 0.180 0.354 

2011 101 78 77 0.455 0.470 0.470 0.107 0.470 

2010 32 22 69 0.188 0.188 0.188 0.059 0.188 

2009 3 1 33 0.029 0.029 0.029 0.019 0.029 

Source: Scopus Journal Metrics (JM) available at https://journalmetrics.scopus.com. 

Observations: 

(h) – External citations per document: The number of self-citations is deducted from the total 

number of citations; the result is divided by the total number of articles indexed in Scopus 

for the considered year; 

(i) – Citations per document: The total number of citations is divided by the number of 

articles indexed in Scopus for the considered year. 

Considering the Romanian economic journals indexed by Scopus, Amfiteatru 

Economic holds a leading position. The indexing fields of Scopus are different from 

the ones of Web of Science, the Romanian journals being found in the following 

fields (Dinu, Săvoiu, and Dabija, 2017): 

 Business, Management and Accounting; 

 Economics, Econometrics and Finance; 

 Strategy and Management.  

Table no. 10 renders the situation of the Romanian journals found in the economic 

subfields of Scopus, as well as the value of the scientometric indexes determined by 

this database (Dinu, Săvoiu, and Dabija, 2017).  

https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/
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Table no. 10. Romanian economic journals found in Scopus 

Journal ISSN 2017 

  CS SNIP SJR H Q 

Business, Management and Accounting 

Industria Textilă 1222-5347 0.41 0.568 0.255 10 Q2 

Journal of Applied Economic Sciences 1843-6110 0.37 0.416 0.199 6 Q3 

Quality – Access to Success 1282-2559 0.36 0.294 0.245 16 Q3 

Management and Marketing 2069-8887 0.24 0.206 0.159 3 Q3 

ASUAICE 0379-7864 0.15 0.101 0.103 2 Q4 

Economics. Econometrics and Finance 

Journal of Advanced Research in Law 

and Economics 
2068-696X 0.59 1.784 0.212 5 Q2 

Amfiteatru Economic 1582-9146 0.48 0.427 0.250 12 Q2 

ECECSR 0424-267X 0.33 0.228 0.177 11 Q3 

Romanian Journal of Economic 

Forecasting 
1582-6163 0.24 0.319 0.169 11 Q3 

Strategy and Management 

TRAS 1842-2845 0.40 0.417 0.166 8 Q3 

Source: Scopus Journal Metric Values. 2017. 

SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper; CS – CiteScore; SJR – SCImago Journal Rank; 

H – Hirsch Index; Q – Quartile; ASUIACE –The Scientific Annals of the “Alexandru Ioan 

Cuza” University in Iași – Series of Economic Sciences; ECECSR – Economic Computation 

and Economic Cybernetics Studies & Research; TRAS – Transylvanian Review of 

Administrative Sciences. 

The Amfiteatru Economic journal is also present in the Google Scholar international 

database. In January 2018, Google Scholar identified about 3,560 citations for all 

articles form Amfiteatru Economic, of which 2,836 had been published within the 

last five years (79.6%). Table no. 11 presents the evolution of the indexes calculated 

by Google Scholar, as well as the number of citations. 

Table no. 11. Scientometric indexes of Amfiteatru Economic  

according to Google Scholar 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total 

Citations 31 101 259 293 379 532 627 616 653 15 3,559 

Hirsch 5 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 - 

i10 4 5 6 7 8 10 23 49 74 98 - 

Source: AE Google Scholar, 2018. 

Observations:  

Hirsch Index: n articles cited for n times; 

i10 Index: m articles which have at least 10 citations. 
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IDEAS/RePEc determines more scientometric indexes relevant for comparing the 

journals. Amfiteatru Economic has been indexed by this database since 2004, having 

received scientometric indexes since 2007. They have been presented for the period 

2007-2015 in table no. 12. The Hirsch Index value for the Amfiteatru Economic 

journal in IDEAS/RePEc is eight.  

Table no. 12. Scientometric indexes of Amfiteatru Economic in IDEAS/RePEc  

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

IF 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.20 0.28 0.38 0.38 0.24 

AIF 0.44 0.47 0.47 0.44 0.51 0.56 0.66 0.67 0.82 

IF5 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.11 0.18 0.27 0.30 0.28 

DOC 59 83 73 60 63 59 59 93 89 

CIT 14 44 60 99 68 101 49 44 16 

Source: RePEc Indexes, 2018.  

Observations: 

IF – Impact Factor calculated using the formula: Number of citations on articles published 

in year n-1 and n-2/Number of articles published in year n-1 and n-2;  

AIF – Average Impact Factor (medium impact factor);  

IF5 – Impact Factor on five years calculated using the formula: Number of citations on 

articles published in year n-1 until n-5/Number of articles published from year n-1 until n-5;  

DOC – Number of documents published in year n; 

CIT – Number of citations obtained in year n. 

Other international databases also calculate different scientometric indexes for 

journals, including Amfiteatru Economic. Table no. 13 briefly presents the value of 

these indexes determined by other databases.  

Table no. 13. Scientometric indexes for Amfiteatru Economic in other databases 

Database 
Index 

denomination 
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Index Copernicus 

International 

IC Value 14.22 15.20 117.38 117.79 136.27 

Global Impact Factor 

(GIF) 

GIF 0.678 0.765 0.897 0.987 - 

Scientific Journal 

Impact Factor 

SJIF Value 3.512 - - - - 

Source: Information found on February 10, 2018 on the webpages of databases mentioned 

in the table. 
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Amfiteatru Economic resorts to a pertinent classification of indexes in international 

databases, international registers, virtual libraries, national indexes presented on its 

webpage. Every category also includes links to these indexes (Indexing in BDI AE, 

2017; Dinu, Săvoiu and Dabija, 2017). 

A. International databases 

 Clarivate Analytics Services (since 2008) in the field of Economics;  

 Social Sciences Citation Index® 

 Social SciSearch® 

 Journal Citation Reports/Social Sciences Edition 

 EBSCO Publishing (since 2008); 

 Elsevier B.V. Bibliographic Databases (SCOPUS) (since 2008) in the fields 

of Economics, Econometrics and Finance;  

 ProQuest LLC (since 2008); 

 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) (since 2008) in the fields of 

Social Sciences: Economic theory and Social Sciences: Commerce;  

 Journal of Economic Literature (EconLit) (since 2008); 

 Research Papers in Economics (RePEc) (since 2004); 

 Central and Eastern European Online Library (CEEOL) (since 2017). 

B. International registers 

 EconStor (since 2014); 

 The European Reference Index for the Humanities and the Social Sciences 

(ERIH PLUS) (since 29.06.2015) in the fields of Business Management and 

Economics;  

 GIF (Global Impact Factor) (since 2012); 

 Google Scholar (since 2005); 

 Index Copernicus International (since 2012); 

 ResearchGate (since 2015); 

 Scientific Journal Impact Factor (since 2012); 

 Higher Education Journals in Business (since 2017); 

 Open Academic Journals Index (since 2016); 

 World Catalogue of Scientific Journals (since 2016). 

  

http://scientific.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://www.ebscohost.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/
http://www.proquest.co.uk/sfe/site.fast?view=emeafullsitesppublished&mode=multiField&s.ac.filterTerms=&s.sm.terms=amfiteatru+economic&s.sm.fields=content&s.sm.types=simpleall&Submit.x=0&Submit.y=0
http://http/www.doaj.org
http://www.aeaweb.org/econlit/journal_list.php
http://ideas.repec.org/s/aes/amfeco.html
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info?id=476216
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/periodical/info?id=476216
http://globalimpactfactor.com/journals-list/?snap=A
http://scholar.google.ro/citations?user=5ngg3rwAAAAJ&hl=de
http://jml2012.indexcopernicus.com/Amfiteatru+Economic,p5140,3.html
http://www.sjifactor.inno-space.org/passport.php?id=17433
http://business.academickeys.com/jour_main.php
http://oaji.net/journal-detail.html?number=2211
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C. Virtual libraries 

 International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) (since 2008); 

 Cabell's Directory of Publishing Opportunities (Business Directories - 

Economics & Finance) (since 2008); 

 Ulrichsweb Global Serials Directory (since 2008); 

 ZBW - Deutsche Zentralbibliothek für Wirtschaftswissenschaften (Econbiz. 

Econis) (since 2014); 

 Electronic Journal Library (since 2008); 

 Nereus – Economists Online (since 2008); 

 SocioNet (since 2008). 

D. National libraries and indexing 

 CNCSIS (National Council of Scientific Research in Higher Education) 

(since 2006); 

 Scipio (editorial platform for classifying journals) (since 2014); 

 Central University Library. Bucharest. Romania (BCU Catalogue) (since 

2000); 

 The National Library of Romania (Online catalogues) (since 1999). 
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Amfiteatru Economic Conferences 
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Professor Marieta Olaru, PhD, 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Dedicated to encouraging and supporting scientific research, the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal capitalizes on every opportunity to strengthen relationships with 

authors and readers. There is a community of interests among the editorial staff, the 

researchers who have published and/or are considering publishing in the journal, 

readers (the latter being in many cases, in turn, authors, potential authors or reviewers 

of submitted articles). Direct meetings, the ability to associate the work with a person 

you know directly, sharing interests, exchanging ideas, debating topics of mutual 

interest are important factors in forming an authentic community around the journal. 

In order to consolidate the journal’s community, Amfiteatru Economic decided to 

become a co-founder and permanent partner of the series of international conferences 

“New trends in sustainable business and consumption”, a series promoted by the 

Association for Innovation and Quality in Sustainable Business – BASIQ and by the 

Faculty of Business and Tourism of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies. 

Specifically, starting with the first edition, all authors published by the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal were invited to attend the conference. Many of them welcomed 

and met the invitation. At the same time, during the first edition, Amfiteatru 

Economic selected a number of contributions with a higher degree of novelty and 

originality and invited the authors to develop their conference paper in the form of a 

scientific article. Selected articles have been published in a special issue. In this way, 

Amfiteatru Economic has transferred some of the notoriety and confidence it enjoys 

to ensure the successful launch of the conference series. 

From another perspective, the conference – being open and promoted through all the 

usual media – attracts a significant number of participants who first come into 

contact with the Amfiteatru Economic journal. They may become interested in either 

the content of the journal (which may increase the number of readers and the 

influence of the journal in new academic and research environments), or the 
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opportunity to publish their work in the journal. In both cases, the journal’s 

international visibility is expanding, the journal’s community is growing, and links 

are established with new scientific communities. 

The conferences involve a large number of PhD students. New generations of 

researchers bring a fresh vision and a different dynamic perspective, with the 

potential to reorient or resurrect the scientific debate. Therefore, a defining and 

perennial element of the Amfiteatru Economic editorial policy is the journal’s 

openness to the young and its receptivity to early-career academics and researchers. 

During scientific events, the editors of the journal provide doctoral students with 

information and guidance on the editorial process, which is meant to compensate for 

their lack of experience and encourage them to overcome the dilemmas and 

inhibitions inherent in the development and forwarding of manuscripts. 

The series of international conferences “New trends in sustainable business and 

consumption” began in 2015, and its successive editions took place in Bucharest, 

Romania (2015), Konstanz, Germany (2016) and Graz, Austria (2017). In 2018, the 

conference will be held in Heidelberg, Germany. 

The first edition of the conference series was hosted by the Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies and was a validation of the research community’s interest for the 

issues being debated. This highlighted the concern about the acceleration of 

technological change and its potential impact on the economy, business and 

consumption, and the willingness of participants to contribute to anticipating the 

effects of these changes on the prospects of global sustainable development. 

 

Picture 1. The BASIQ 2015 Conference, The Bucharest University  

of Economic Studies, June 18-19, 2015, Bucharest, Romania 



Amfiteatru Economic – Year XX AE 

 

Amfiteatru Economic 69 

The launch of the conference series was very successful among participants from 

Romania and abroad. As a result, at the proposal of Allensbach University, the 

second edition was scheduled in the picturesque town of Konstanz, Germany. In this 

way, the itinerant character of the international conferences on the new trends in the 

field of business and sustainable consumption was inaugurated. 

 

 

Picture 2. The BASIQ 2016 conference hosted by the Allensbach University  

at Konzil Konstanz, June 2-3, 2016, Konstanz, Germany 

In 2017, the conference benefited from impeccable logistic and organizational 

facilities offered in Graz, Austria by the host institution of the Pädagogische 

Hochschule Steiermark. About 100 papers were presented at the conference, 

reflecting the latest results of more than 200 authors from eight countries. 

The conference participants enjoyed the friendly hospitality of Graz, and they were 

able to directly learn about successful development projects in the Styrian volcanic 

region, and also about the considerable experience in the field of dual education of 

the FH Johanneum University of Applied Sciences at its Bad Gleichenberg campus. 
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Picture 3. The BASIQ 2017 conference hosted by the Pädagogische 

Hochschule Steiermark – PHST, May 31 - June 3, 2017, Graz, Austria 

The fourth edition of the conference will be held from 11 to 13 June, 2018 in 

Heidelberg, Germany, the host of this event being the Institute for Political Science 

at Heidelberg University. 

Heidelberg University is one of the oldest universities in Europe and one of the 

world’s most prestigious higher education institutions. It is extremely exciting for 

conference participants to get in contact with the environment in which many Nobel 

laureates have worked, and with a community that is currently devoting its efforts to 

asserting the new concept of “comprehensive research”. 

The Amfiteatru Economic editorial staff is looking forward to discovering the 

advanced experience of using intellectual work for the progress of science at 

Heidelberg University, with the conviction that it will extract from this experience 

important lessons to increase the quality of the journal in the future. 
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Amfiteatru Economic Meetings 
 

Professor Cristinel Vasiliu, PhD, 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

The Editorial Board is aware that the journal’s value depends to a great extent on the 

quality of the contributors, respectively of the authors. Starting from this idea, a 

stronger contact with the journal’s contributors was needed. In this respect, several 

articles dedicated to the readers were posted on the journal’s website, referring to 

some relevant aspects of economic research, such as: how to develop, write and 

publish a scientific article, the structural elements of a scientific article, as well as 

the optimization of citations and some relevant criteria for selecting an economic 

scientific journal. 

In addition to this way of communicating with the authors, we were convinced that 

organizing meetings with the academic environment from different universities, both 

in Romania and abroad would result in a better knowledge and understanding of the 

author’s opinions. As a result, we organized such meetings with teachers, graduate 

students, master students and doctoral students from universities in Romania and 

Poland. Of course, these meetings will continue in the coming years. 

The issues under discussion at the Amfiteatru Economic meetings with the journal’s 

authors and readers have always focused on important elements as presented in the 

following paragraphs. 

 Amfiteatru Economic journal on an upward trend: brief history of the 

journal, indexing in databases, scientometric indexes of the journal, traffic report, 

journal structure, scientific relevance of the board, editorial process, increasing the 

visibility of the journal. 

 Community of the journal – strategic aspects: members of the journal’s 

community, the current structure of the journal’s community, strategic options 

regarding the development of the journal’s community. 

 Good practices regarding the development of scientific articles with 

reference to: the structural elements of a scientific article, the scientific writing style, 

editing the references, rules of editing, how to prevent and avoid plagiarism, 

international databases in the field of economic sciences, scientometric indexes of 
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journals, relevant criteria for the selection of economic journals, ways to optimize 

citations of scientific articles. 

The following pictures illustrate the activities during the Amfiteatru Economic 

meetings. 

  

Picture 4. Meetings at the University of Pitești – Faculty of Economics  

and Law, November 13, 2012 

 

 

  

Picture 5. Meetings at the University “Ştefan cel Mare” of Suceava – Faculty 

of Economic Sciences and Public Administration, April 12, 2013 

 

http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Foto.aspx?Foto=Intalniri/Suceava_2013/Suceava_4.JPG
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Picture 6. Meetings at the Valahia University of Târgoviște – Faculty  

of Economics, May 29, 2014 

 

  

Picture 7. Meetings at the University of Craiova – Faculty of Economics  

and Business Administration, June 24-25, 2014 

 

 

 

Picture 8. Meetings at the University Szczecin, Faculty of Economics Science 

and Management, Poland, May 18, 2016 

 

   

http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Foto.aspx?Foto=Intalniri/Tirgoviste_2014/4_IMG_6857.png
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Foto.aspx?Foto=Intalniri/Pitesti_2014/4.JPG
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Foto.aspx?Foto=Intalniri/Pitesti_2014/5.JPG
http://www.amfiteatrueconomic.ro/Foto.aspx?Foto=Intalniri/Bucuresti_2016/3.JPG
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The main issues discussed during the meeting with the university professors 

form Poland were the following:  

 Faculty research activities and the need for increasing researchers’ work 

visibility. 

 Brief notes on the publishing experience of the participating journals 

(Amfiteatru Economic, Journal of Economics & Sociology, Quality – Access to 

Success Journal, Administration and Public Management Review), advances and 

challenges ahead. 

 Promoting best practices in developing scientific papers. 

 Exploring possibilities to enhance cooperation between the journals’ 

scientific communities. 

 Exploring the interest for further actions, such as journal exchanges between 

libraries, regular emphasis on the papers published by partner journals, joint 

scientific events, etc. 
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Amfiteatru Economic Journal’s Website 
 

Associate Professor Valentin Dumitru, PhD, Habil. 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Professor Mădălina Dumitru, PhD, Habil. 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Many of the Amfiteatru Economic journal’s achievements would not have been 

possible without its website. The webpage of the journal, available in Romanian and 

English, was created in 2006, which made it possible to classify and certify the 

journal by the National Higher Education Research Council in the B category. In 

2007, due especially to the existence of the website, the journal was categorized as 

B+. Throughout the past 20 years, the website has been continuously updated to 

improve its functionality. An important restructuring took place in 2009, along with 

the indexing of the journal by the Thomson Reuters Web of Science database. At 

this point, its structure has gained stability and increased functionality. 

The webpage includes the following menus: Home, Mission, Open access, 

Abstracting/Indexing, Editorial board, Topics, Author guidelines, Referees 

Guidelines, Statistics (Journal metrics, Top download), Promote the journal (A.E. 

meetings, Conferences, Landmarks), Activity report, Archive, External referees, 

Subscription, Submit an article. When designing and implementing the webpage, we 

intended to provide easy access to information, without the need for people to use 

submenus or to read a lot of information to find what they are interested in. This site 

includes all the features of a prestigious journal website. A database has been 

integrated, that ensures the automatic take-over and tracking of each paper from the 

author to the publisher. The webpage allows one to receive articles through this 

platform. The application assigns a unique identification number to the manuscript. 

This leads to objective and transparent tracking of articles, submission dates, and 

authors’ information. 
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Picture 9. Homepage of the Amfiteatru Economic website 

The contents of all journal issues were included in the archive. Since 2005 (Volume 

7), articles have also been stored in the archive. The website provides authors with 

the assurance that their articles are accessible and viewable, which leads to a greater 

number of citations for the published authors. At the same time, it allows potential 

authors to assess if their research is fitted with the orientation of the journal before 

submitting an article. 

Regarding the functionality of the website, it is noted that it has increased 

considerably with the implementation of the article search application, which can be 

accessed according to the following criteria: article title, author, topic, keywords, 

JEL classification. Also, there is a unique URL page defined for each issue and each 

article so that it can be more easily identified by search engines. Due to uploading 

information on the webpage, published articles are indexed correctly in international 

databases. This has led to improved indexes, indexes of published articles and, 

ultimately, scientometric indexes of the authors. At the same time, it has increased 

the visibility of the journal and thus has attracted a larger number of authors both 

from Romania, and especially from abroad. As a result, several articles were received 

by the journal and, as a result, the selection base increased. 
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A distinct feature of the journal’s website, which distinguishes it from most 

mainstream journals, is the existence of the “Topic” column, where the journal’s 

issues are posted, each with its specific topic. Each topic is accompanied by a draft 

that briefly outlines the requirements to be observed by the authors when they intend 

to publish in this journal. Announcement of the topic is made one year before the 

occurrence of each issue. The existence of this topic gives direction to the journal, 

allowing the articles published to be maintained within the topical area in the field 

of economics and business. 

Finally, we note that for each article there are downloading statistics for the last 

month, the last year and overall activity. The option is also available for abstracts. 

This is an advantage for authors who can better understand what is the impact of 

their article after the publication date. 

The importance of the journal’s webpage also results from the increase in the 

journal’s national and international visibility. The corresponding traffic report 

includes information about: total number of visitors, number of one-time visitors, 

percentage of first-time visitors, percentage of regular users, number of accessed 

pages, average number of pages accessed per visit, number of visitors’ countries of 

origin. These traffic indicators on the journal’s website during 2010-2017 are shown 

in table no. 14. 

Table no. 14. Traffic Report 

Features 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Total no. of visitors 30,345 26,615 32,191 30,525 22,346 16,947 16,198 13,007 

Total no. of one-

time visitors 19,023 15,960 17,445 15,173 12,160 10,160 9,441 7,143 

Percentage of first-

time visitors  61.25% 58.11% 51.70% 47.18% 52.22% 57.68% 56.26% 54.22% 

Percentage of 

regular users 38.75% 41.89% 48.30% 52.82% 47.78% 42.32% 43.74% 45.78% 

No. of accessed 

pages  126,842 117,106 152,364 170,100 125,339 95,306 90,472 70,562 

Average no. of 

pages accessed per 

visit 4.18 4.40 4.73 5.57 5.61 5.62 5.59 5.42 

No. of visitors’ 

countries of origin 144 142 131 131 109 120 108 70 

Source: Statistics generated by the Amfiteatru Economic website. 

It can be seen from table no. 14 that during this period the most important traffic-

related indicators on the journal’s website have improved. For example, between 

2010 and 2017, the total number of visitors increased by 2.33 times, while the 
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number of unique visitors increased by 2.66 times. More and more new users have 

been attracted by improving the visibility of the journal. The number of pages 

accessed increased in proportion to the number of visitors. Importantly, the number 

of visitors of the website has doubled over the 2010-2017 period, which shows a 

growing interest of international authors, such as those from Serbia, Hungary, 

Slovenia, Poland, Germany, Lithuania, Slovakia, Montenegro, the Netherlands, 

Turkey etc. 

Information technologies are indispensable nowadays. That is why we will continue 

to use and refine those used by the Amfiteatru Economic journal, to promote 

performance in scientific research in the economic field. 
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Amfiteatru Economic – Main Activities  
 

Professor Laurențiu Tăchiciu, PhD, 

Managing Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Raluca Mariana Grosu, 

Assistant Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

The operation of the Amfiteatru Economic journal involves carrying out various 

activities, through the roles assumed by the members of the journal’s staff in the 

Editorial Advisory Board, Associate Editors Group, Editorial Office, and External 

Referees Group. The main role in organizing and coordinating the activity, as well 

as the final word in the decision-making process belong to the Editor-in-Chief, 

helped in leading the journal by the Editorial Board. All the initiatives of staff 

members are subject to debate and analysis in an operative consultative frame, being 

– with rare exceptions – adopted and implemented through a form of informal 

consensus that constitutes the main element of the journal’s staff cohesion. 

The main activities of the journal are summarized – in a graphic representation – in 

figure no. 1. Naturally, the editorial process is at the heart of all the activities 

involved by the regular issuing and the enhancement of the journal’s quality and 

prestige among other publications in the field. The editorial process is developed in 

accordance with the journal’s strategy and its editorial policy. 

The journal’s strategy includes defining its mission and guiding values, setting aims 

and objectives for the medium and long term, and choosing the main ways and 

means. Open access, international character and the use of the English language, 

focus on scientific quality and integrity, diversifying, expanding, and strengthening 

national and international institutional cooperation are among the strategic choices 

of the Amfiteatru Economic journal. Translating the journal’s strategy into life is a 

constant concern and involves activities such as:  

 Attracting leading scholars, getting them involved in supporting the journal, 

maintaining communication and cooperation; 

 Indexing the journal in different international databases in order to increase 

its visibility, monitoring, supporting and improving the journal’s position among the 

scientific publications; 
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 Supporting scientific events, organizing events for informing and for 

promoting the journal, producing materials and developing actions in support of the 

authors; 

 Creating and updating the visual identity of the publication, maintaining and 

improving the graphic quality (both for the online and printed versions), designing, 

implementing and updating the journal’s website in terms of functionality, structure, 

and graphics. 

 

Figure no. 17. The editorial process at the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

The main strategic options are constantly examined in accordance with the new 

conditions and potential opportunities. Examples may refer to the widening of 

cooperation by establishing connections with new academic communities or 

adopting better editorial standards, in cooperation with specialized organizations and 

institutions. The latest examples which illustrate constant concerns in terms of 

strategic actions at the Amfiteatru Economic journal are represented by the adherence 

to the DOI system (Digital Object Identifier) and to COPE (The Committee for 

Publications Ethics). 
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The editorial policy is the concrete expression of the journal’s strategy and the main 

tool for its translation into practice. The editorial policy governs the issuing 

frequency, the headings, the topics, the number of articles, the length of an article, 

the number of co-authors/article, the timeframes specific to the various stages of 

preparing a journal issue. 

The most obvious distinctive feature of the Amfiteatru Economic journal is the 

establishment of a particular topic for each of its issues. In order to bring a 

contribution to linking all the efforts of researchers with similar concerns, each 

issue’s topic is determined by the Editorial Board, in conjunction with members of 

the Editorial Advisory Board, editors, referees, and other members of the journal’s 

community. This is advertised through an explanatory text (in the approximate 

format of a Call for Papers) published on the journal’s website at least 12 months 

before the deadline for submitting articles for that particular issue. The choice of the 

topic takes into account the most recent trends in economic and business research, 

as well as the research priorities established at national and EU levels. 

The topics of each journal’s issue provide the framework for an editorial process 

developed in short cycles. This avoids long-term blocking of manuscripts, which 

corresponds to the vital interest of authors in publishing their research results. 

Amfiteatru Economic journal’s attractiveness for authors is based on promptness and 

transparency. The entire editorial process is directly coordinated by the journal’s 

Editor-in-Chief, with the support of the Editorial Board. The manuscripts are 

anonymous throughout the evaluation process, until an acceptance decision for 

publication is communicated. The manuscripts are submitted online and registered 

automatically, by receiving a code. The author receives a confirmation message that 

also provides information regarding the deadline for receiving a verdict on 

eligibility. The main reasons why some manuscripts are considered ineligible are: an 

unsatisfactory score obtained in the originality test (anti-plagiarism), failure to match 

the announced topic for that issue, a flagrant violation of the requirements regarding 

the structure/content, references, or level of English. The reasons why a manuscript 

is considered ineligible are communicated to the author so that he/she can bring 

counterarguments, if necessary. Eligible manuscripts are subject to a double blind 

peer review process, and the authors are informed about the deadline until they have 

to wait for a decision. 

The review is conducted in accordance with the journal’s editorial policy (Referees 

Guidelines). The referee takes a decision on each of the evaluation criteria, makes 

recommendations for the authors, and justifies the admission/rejection 

recommendation. The reviews are received and assessed considering the compliance 
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with the editorial policy. In case of contradictory acceptance/rejection verdicts, these 

are sent to a third referee, usually an editor of the journal. In case of inappropriate 

formulations (for example, offensive to the authors) or superficial evaluation, the 

evaluation form is returned for revision, or a review is requested from another 

referee. The authors of the rejected articles (based on at least two reviews) are 

informed of the rejection and are given access to anonymous reviews. If there are 

objections, these are resolved by the Editorial Board together with the referees, and 

the final solution is communicated to the authors.  

The accepted article is entrusted to an editor along with the received reviews. The 

editor contacts the authors, informs them about the received reviews and summarizes 

the recommended improvements, aiming to bring the article to the best publishable 

form. For articles with Romanian authors, both the English and the Romanian 

versions are prepared. For articles developed only by foreign authors, the abstract is 

translated into Romanian. Accepted articles are thoroughly examined in terms of 

their correct use of English. Typical mistakes are identified and authors are asked to 

correct them. In-text citations and the references list are verified and corrected.  

Once the content of the journal’s issue has been established, this is processed by the 

journal’s Editorial Office, along with the ASE Publishing House. The ASE 

Publishing House assembles the articles by headings, inserts page numbers, attaches 

the cover page and the contents of the issue, and makes the last editing corrections 

(for both English and Romanian versions). Afterwards, the respective issue of the 

journal is sent to the printing press, while the journal’s Editorial Office performs the 

necessary operations for online publishing. The online publishing involves the 

indexing of articles, their inclusion in the database, their sending to international 

databases, and tracking their upload. Some international databases require the 

preparation of the journal’s content in a special format, while others take the content 

directly from the journal’s website. If delays occur, contact persons are approached 

to prevent omission of uploading/indexing the journal’s issue by the organizations 

managing the databases in which the journal is indexed. 

Developing the activities that ensure the continuity of the Amfiteatru Economic 

journal becomes an increasingly complex mission, as the level of aspirations and the 

requirements of the journal’s community grow. This implies the development of the 

editorial staff skills through lifelong learning and improvement, learning and 

applying best practices. The journal’s staff has proven to be able to successfully face 

such challenges along the way, and they strongly manifest their commitment to 

maintaining the Amfiteatru Economic journal among the most prestigious 

international publications. 
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Amfiteatru Economic – Editorial Board 
 

Professor Mădălina Dumitru, PhD, Habil. 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

Associate professor Dan-Cristian Dabija, PhD, Habil. 

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

 

Associate Professor Raluca-Gina Gușe, PhD,  

Associate Editor, Amfiteatru Economic Journal, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

The relevance, timeliness and scientific visibility of the journal’s content, as well as 

the elaboration and implementation of its general strategy, together with the 

evaluation of the impact of the decisions made, are ensured by the Editorial Board. 

In February 2018 it included 22 Associate Editors (six of whom are affiliated with 

foreign universities), university professors and experienced researchers, all of whom 

have a PhD in Economics. The editorial board is seconded and supported in its 

activities, but especially in the elaboration of the journal’s strategy by the Editorial 

Advisory Board, consisting of 22 personalities (of which 15 are affiliated to foreign 

universities). A special contribution to the performance of current and secretarial 

activities is made by the Editorial Office, consisting of seven members. 

The quality of the Editorial Board members is attested by their international prestige 

and visibility, resulting both from the value of the Hirsch index and from the number 

of scientific papers found in the relevant databases (Web of Science, Scopus, etc.), 

the number of citations, respectively the number of citations per article. As can be 

seen from table no. 15, on February 10, 2018, on average, the members of the 

Editorial Board received 7.56 citations/article in Web of Science, 11.60 citations in 

Scopus, and 7.11 citations in Google Scholar. 

Table no. 15. Total number of Editorial Board members’ articles and citations 

in representative databases 

Databases Total no. of articles Total no. of citations Citations/article 

Web of Science 1,339 10,130 7.56 

Scopus 1,363 15,811 11.60 

Google Scholar 3,450 24,545 7.11 

Sources: Web of Science and Scopus available through AnelisPlus; Google Scholar.  
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Note: Searching for articles and citations for editorial board members was done individually. 

For Google Scholar only public profiles have been considered for editorial board members. 

Values are valid on 10.02.2018. 

We appreciate that the visibility and prestige of the journal, as well as its quality based 

on scientometric indexes, stem both from the “quality” of the Editorial Board members 

and from the “quality” of the accepted articles published by the authors. However, the 

journal enjoys a dynamic editorial board, highly trained, which contributes on its own 

scientometric indexes to the increase of the journal’s scope and success. 

As shown in Tables no. 16, 17 and 18, among the Editorial Board members (Editors, 

Associate Editors and the Editorial Advisory Board), which, through the number of 

citations and articles in the Web of Science, Scopus, and Google Scholar, help 

increase prestige, visibility, sustainability, and improve the image of the journal are 

Professor Ung-il Chung of the University of Tokyo (Japan), Romualdas Ginevicius 

of Vilnius Technical University, Dalia Streimikiene of Vilnius University 

(Lithuania), Aharon Tziner of Netanya Academic College (Israel), Yuriy Bilan from 

the University of Szczecin (Poland), Vasile Dinu, Constantin Brătianu and Marieta 

Olaru from the Bucharest University of Economic Studies (Romania), etc. 

Table no. 16. Articles and citations of Editorial Board members in  

Web of Science  

Rank Name and surname Citations Articles 

1. Ung-il Chung, University of Tokyo (Japan) 4,631 174 

2. Aharon Tziner, Netanya Academic College (Israel) 1,223 106 

3. Romualdas Ginevicius, Vilnius Technical University 

(Lithuania) 

1,179 86 

4. Dalia Streimikiene, Vilnius University (Lithuania) 1,069 147 

5. Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies 

(Romania) 

273 59 

6. Yuriy Bilan, University of Szczecin (Poland) 226 54 

7. Constantin Brătianu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 

163 59 

8. Dan-Cristian Dabija, Babeş-Bolyai University (Romania) 129 36 

9. Nicoleta Tipi, Huddersfield University (United Kingdom) 125 9 

10. Marieta Olaru, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 

124 53 

11. Daniel Stavarek, Silesian University, Karvina  

(Czech Republic) 

117 42 

Source: Web of Science, available through AnelisPlus. 

Note: The ranking was made according to the number of citations. The members of the board 

who had at least one hundred citations in Web of Science on February 10, 2018 were 

considered. 
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Table no. 17. Articles and citations of Editorial Board members in Scopus  

Rank Name and surname Citations Articles 

1. Ung-il Chung, University of Tokyo (Japan) 9,557 245 

2. Romualdas Ginevicius, Vilnius Technical University 

(Lithuania) 

1,517 104 

3. Aharon Tziner, Netanya Academic College (Israel) 1,248 105 

4. Dalia Streimikiene, Vilnius University (Lithuania) 1,192 174 

5. Yuriy Bilan, University of Szczecin (Poland) 282 78 

6. Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 

206 52 

7. Constantin Brătianu, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 
210 42 

8. Samuel Idowu, Metropolitan University London, 

(United Kingdom) 

203 31 

9. Nicoleta Tipi, Huddersfield University (United 

Kingdom) 

179 10 

10. Daniel Stavarek, Silesian University, Karvina 

(Czech Republic) 

126 34 

11. Dan-Cristian Dabija, Babeş-Bolyai University 

(Romania) 

108 31 

12. Čudanov Mladen, University of Belgrade (Serbia)  102 22 

Source: Scopus, available through AnelisPlus. 

Note: The ranking was made according to the number of citations. The members of the board 

who had at least one hundred citations in Scopus on February 10, 2018 were considered. 

Table no. 18. Articles and citations of Editorial Board members  

in Google Scholar 

Rank Name and surname Citations Articles 

1. Ung-il Chung, University of Tokyo (Japan) 12,792 381 

2. Constantin Brătianu, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 
1,744 164 

3. Samuel Idowu, Metropolitan University London, 

(United Kingdom) 

881 119 

4. Daniel Stavarek, Silesian University, Karvina (Czech 

Republic) 

682 117 

5. Marieta Olaru, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

655 103 

6. Ion Stancu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 

652 118 

7. Puiu Nistoreanu, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

597 72 

8. Gheorghe Săvoiu, Pitești University (Romania) 588 292 

9. Dan-Cristian Dabija, Babeş-Bolyai University 

(Romania) 

493 163 
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Rank Name and surname Citations Articles 

10. Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 

470 175 

11. Bogdan Onete, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

447 88 

12. Čudanov Mladen, University of Belgrade (Serbia)  412 119 

13. Nicoleta Tipi, Huddersfield University (United 

Kingdom) 

392 48 

14. Veselin Draskovic, University of Montenegro, Kotor 

(Montenegro) 

354 102 

15. Alexandru Nedelea, Ștefan cel Mare University 

(Romania) 

352 175 

16. Mădălina Dumitru, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

325 70 

17. George Sorin Toma, University of Bucharest 

(Romania) 
248 139 

18. Valentin Hapenciuc, Ștefan cel Mare University 

(Romania) 

234 102 

19. Slobodan Čerović, Singidunum University, Belgrade 

(Serbia) 

218 76 

20. Dan Laurențiu Anghel, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

218 38 

21. Rodica Pamfilie, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

217 82 

22. Nicolae Lupu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 
181 38 

23. Daniel Glaser-Segura, Texas A&M University, San 

Antonio (USA) 

172 28 

24. Călin Vâlsan, Univ. Bishop’s from Sherbrooke, 

Québec (Canada) 

168 32 

25. Emilian Dobrescu, Romanian Academy (Romania) 142 99 

26. Raluca Mariana Petrescu (Grosu), The Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies (Romania) 

117 49 

27. Irina V. Drăgulănescu, Messina University of Studies 

(Italy) 

115 84 

28. Valentin Dumitru, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 

113 41 

29. Cristian-Mihai Dragoș, Babeş-Bolyai University 

(Romania) 

110 49 

30. Horst Todt, Hamburg University (Germany) 104 58 

31. Cătălina Sitnikov, University from Craiova (Romania) 103 88 

32. Ilona Obrsalova, University from Pardubice  

(Czech Republic) 

102 56 

Source: Google Scholar, available through AnelisPlus. 

Note: Ranking was made according to the number of citations. The board members who had 

at least one hundred citations in Google Scholar on February 10, 2018 were considered. 
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As compared to 2016, the average Hirsch index value of the Editorial Board 

members increased nearly 1.5 times in Web of Science in 2018 (February 10, 2018), 

1.8 times in Scopus and 1.95 times in Google Scholar. The average values of these 

three indicators are shown in table no. 19.  

Table no. 19. Evolution of the average values  

of the Hirsch index between 2016 and 2018  

Databases 2018 2017 2016 2018/2016 

Web of Science 5.04 4.70 3.39 1.486 

Scopus 5.56 5.06 3.09 1.799 

Google Scholar 10.95 9.90 5.60 1.950 

Sources: Web of Science and Scopus available through AnelisPlus; Google Scholar.  

Note: Values on February 10, 2018.  

For increasing these values of the scientometric indexes in the three databases and 

implicitly increasing the visibility and international prestige of the journal, all the 

members of the editorial board have directly contributed. In this way we thank them, 

highlighting in table no. 20 members of the editorial board whose Hirsch index in 

the Web of Science was at least 5 on February 10, 2018. As can be seen, among the 

members of abroad universities are Professors Ung-il Chung (Japan), Aharon Tziner 

(Israel), Romualdas Ginevicius (Lithuania), Dalia Streimikiene (Lithuania), while 

among the members with affiliations at Romanian universities stand out Vasile Dinu 

(ASE Bucharest), Constantin Brătianu (ASE Bucharest), Dan Cristian Dabija (UBB 

Cluj- Napoca), and Emilian Dobrescu (Romanian Academy). 

Table no. 20. Value of Editorial Board members’ Hirsch index  

in representative databases 

Rank Board member (affiliation) WoS  Scopus Google 

1 Ung-il Chung, University of Tokyo (Japan) 37 54 60 

2 Aharon Tziner, Netanya Academic College (Israel) 21 18 37 

3 Romualdas Ginevicius, Vilnius Technical University 

(Lithuania) 19 23 31 

4 Dalia Streimikiene, Vilnius University (Lithuania) 16 17 24 

5 Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 9 7 11 

6 Yuriy Bilan, University of Szczecin (Poland) 9 10 11 

7 Dan-Cristian Dabija, Babeş-Bolyai University (Romania) 7 6 12 

8 Constantin Brătianu, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 7 9 22 

9 Emilian Dobrescu, Romanian Academy (Romania) 6 6 6 
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Rank Board member (affiliation) WoS  Scopus Google 

10 Daniel Stavarek, Silesian University, Karvina (Czech 

Republic)  6 5 12 

11 Milena-Rodica Zaharia, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies (Romania) 5 4 8 

12 Marieta Olaru, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies (Romania) 5 3 12 

13 Gheorghe Săvoiu, Pitești University (Romania) 5 6 13 

14 Čudanov Mladen, University of Belgrade (Serbia) 5 7 12 

Note: Scientometric indexes were included on February 10, 2018, according to the three 

databases. The hierarchy was made according to the Hirsch index of the Web of Science for 

the editorial board members with a Hirsch of at least 5. For members of the editorial board 

who do not have an active Google Scholar profile, the Hirsch index value estimate in this 

database was done using Publish or Perish available at: https://harzing.com/resources/ 

publish-or-perish.  

 

EDITORIAL BOARD, 2018 

Editor-in-Chief 

Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania; Academy of 

Romanian Scientists  
 

Managing Editor 

Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 
 

Associate Editors 

Constantin Brătianu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, 

Romania; Academy of Romanian Scientists 

Cristina Circa, West University of Timișoara, Romania 
Dan-Cristian Dabija, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 
Cristian-Mihai Dragoş, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

Irina Drăgulănescu, University of Studies of Messina, Messina, Italy  

Madălina Dumitru, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Valentin Dumitru, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Raluca-Gina Gușe, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Valentin Hapenciuc, University “Ştefan cel Mare”, Suceava, Romania 

Nicolae Lupu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Čudanov Mladen, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia 

Alexandru Nedelea, University “Ştefan cel Mare”, Suceava, Romania 

Marieta Olaru, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Gheorghe Săvoiu, University of Pitești, Romania 

Cătălina Soriana Sitnikov, University of Craiova, Romania 

Nicoleta Tipi, The University of Huddersfield, Huddersfield, United Kingdom 

https://harzing.com/resources/publish-or-perish
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Horst Todt, University of Hamburg, Germany 

George-Sorin Toma, University Bucharest, Romania 

Aharon Tziner, The Academic College of Netanya, Netanya, Israel 

Cristinel Vasiliu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Călin Vâlsan, Bishop’s University, Sherbrooke, Québec, Canada 

Milena-Rodica Zaharia, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, 

Romania 

 

Editorial Advisory Board 

Dan-Laurenţiu Anghel, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, 

Romania 

Andrej Bertoncelj, University of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia 

Yuriy Bilan, University of Szczecin, Szczecin, Poland 

Slobodan Čerović, University Singidunum, Belgrade, Serbia 

Ung-il Chung, The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan 

Emilian Dobrescu, Romanian Academy, Bucharest, Romania 

Veselin Draskovic, University of Montenegro, Kotor, Montenegro 

Romualdas Ginevicius, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Vilnius, 

Lithuania 

Nicolae Istudor, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Daniel Glaser-Segura, College of Business, Texas A&M University - San 

Antonio, USA 

Petkovska Tatjana Mirchevska, University St. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, 

Macedonia 

Puiu Nistoreanu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Ilona Obrsalova, University of Pardubice, Pardubice, Czech Republic 

Rodolphe Ocler, ESC Chambery, Chambery-Savoie, France 

Bogdan Onete, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Giovanni Palmerio, Lumsa Univiersita, Roma, Italy 

Rodica Pamfilie, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Idowu Samuel, London Metropolitan University, London, United Kingdom 

Ion Stancu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Daniel Stavarek, Silesian University, Karvina, Czech Republic 

Dalia Streimikiene, Vilnius University, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Nicola Yankov, D. Tsenov Academy of Economics, Svishtov, Bulgaria 
 

Founders 

Vasile Dinu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Sandu Costache, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 
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Editorial Office 

Irina Albăstroiu, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Mihaela Bucur, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania  

Simona Margareta Bușoi, ASE Publishing House, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies, Romania  

Răzvan Dina, The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Raluca Mariana Grosu (Assistant Editor), The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies, Romania 

Silvia Răcaru, ASE Publishing House, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies, Romania 

Violeta Rogojan, ASE Publishing House, The Bucharest University of 

Economic Studies, Romania 
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Amfiteatru Economic – Testimonials 

 

 

 

 

Professor Dalia Streimikiene, PhD, 

Vilnius University, Lithuania 

Kaunas Faculty 

Editor-in-Chief, Transformations in Business & Economics 

 

Amfiteatru Economic is one of the best journals listed in Web of Science (WoS) 

having a constantly growing impact factor. This is a prestigious journal which plays 

an important role in the international academic community in facilitating the 

communication and dissemination of the most important research findings and ideas 

in Economics and Business Administration. Amfiteatru Economic distinguishes from 

other WoS journals in the field of Economics and Business Administration due to its 

strict quality requirements and to a big attention to visible economic or business-

related topics in every issue. These topics provide great opportunity for scholars 

working in the same or similar fields to share their research results and discuss them 

with important members of the academic community. I have published several 

papers in this excellent quality journal and I am proud to be member of its editorial 

board. I have also found very interesting papers in my field, dealing important 

sustainability issues relevant to economics and business administration.   

 

 

Professor Yuriy Bilan, PhD, Habil. 

University of Szczecin, Poland 

Faculty of Economics and Management 

Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Economics & Sociology  

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of International Studies 

 

My sincere greetings to the editorial board of the Amfiteatru Economic journal, 

headed by the all-time Editor-in-Chief, professor Vasile Dinu, on the occasion of the 

journal’s 20th anniversary and the 10th anniversary of its indexation by Web of 

Science. This is a challenging path, and as an editor myself, I know how much effort 
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and dedication to the high standards of academic publishing it requires. I am always 

delighted to notice that throughout all these decades of academic success the journal 

has been acknowledged by the international academia, and its status fully complies 

with its high ranking in the international scientometric databases. 

I am sending my best wishes, and may success accompany the editorial board, all 

authors and readers of the journal! 

 
 

 
Professor Veselin Draskovic, PhD, 

University of Montenegro, Montenegro 

Maritime Faculty Kotor 

Editor-in-Chief, Montenegrin Journal of Economics 

 

 

Only a few countries in transition have succeeded in building a quality economics 

journal, which is indexed and ranked in the Web of Science. That is why the 

significance and reputation of the Romanian Amfiteatru Economic journal is even 

greater. The journal’s special virtue is that it managed to keep the soul of economics 

through a variety of topics and by publishing critical thoughts.  

In this area, it is certainly more difficult to preserve your respected position than to 

earn it. It is a huge, daily and enduring struggle for quality and original papers on 

current topics. It is necessary to have a rigorous selection, persistent teamwork and 

scientific collaboration with a large number of authors from all over the world. It is 

a great honour for me as a member of the editorial board, but also as an author, to 

send sincere congratulations to the editorial board of this extraordinary journal, 

which serves as an example for many journals from post-socialist countries. Your 

articles are often quoted in the journal “Montenegrin Journal of Economics”, of 

which I am editor-in-chief. Every new issue of your journal is a celebration for 

Montenegrin economists. We will celebrate your jubilee with great pleasure. We 

hope for and wish your journal to continue growing. We are happy to participate in 

your celebration. 
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Associate professor Octavian-Dragomir Jora, PhD, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Faculty of International Business and Economics 

Director of Œconomica 

Founder Editor-in-Chief, The Market for Ideas 

 

 

Amfiteatru Economic, the measure of lastingness 

I started writing about economics and economy in the “big press”, both academic 

and mass-media, around the same time, somewhere in 2002. This, after having 

explored journalism during the university studies. I had understood the difference in 

the literary species between an article dedicated to the mass-media field and one 

published in academic journals, long before the biblio- and sciento-metric tsunami 

reached Romania, with its (inter)national indexations and citations of the scientific 

publications. Yes, I knew that we are subject to professional honesty criteria valid 

for every piece of written text (as for any other thing done in this world with good 

faith and sapience) and that, once fulfilled, everything will fit in properly: many 

readings, positive reviews. In the meantime, I was to become editor-in-chief for 

several publications. Both media-media and academic-type. I had known for some 

time about Amfiteatru Economic and about the fact that it had become the most 

“international” Romanian scientific journal of economics, I knew about the fact that 

the rigor was ritualistic and that the recognition of its quality had become a landmark 

for the young local journal(ist)s and I knew it was being produced in the same 

building where I was working as teacher, just two floors above my office. At one 

point, I invited Professor Vasile Dinu, the creator and custodian of this journal, to 

reveal to the readers of the pop economics magazine that I was then editing, in a few 

words, his personal editorial credo. I like to know that we still powerfully share the 

belief that science, including its publishable version, is ultimately part of a 

continuum in which there is a sound fundamental exchange of substance between 

the generalist press of reflection and opinion, and the genuine explicitly- academic 

one, that they are not parallel universes and that professionals can wisely 

accommodate both. Twenty years are a measure for a beginning of lastingness. I 

wish for Amfiteatru Economic to stay beyond any metric. 
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Professor Armenia Androniceanu, PhD, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, 

Faculty of Administration and Public Management  

Editor-in-Chief, Administration and Public Management 

Review 

 

 

Amfiteatru Economic is the first economic journal of international amplitude, which 

has actually contributed to the emergence and development of great value inter- and 

transdisciplinary research in Romania and has encouraged cooperation and scientific 

dialogue at the highest level. For the last two decades, Amfiteatru Economic has 

continued to have an exceptional evolution with outstanding scientific and 

publishing performances proven by a variety of scientometric indicators computed 

by the most prestigious international databases. The scientific value of the published 

papers and the high standards of graphics quality have made Amfiteatru Economic 

one of the most widely read and quoted journals of economic literature in Europe 

and in the world.  

With professionalism, passion, much effort and dedication as editor-in-chief, the 

illustrious professor Vasile Dinu and the editorial board have managed to turn 

Amfiteatru Economic not only into an excellent source of scientific documentation, 

but also into a consistent basis of solutions to the pressing problems of the economic 

environment in Romania and other states. In the last six years, I was pleased and 

honoured to have two interesting and original scientific papers accepted and 

published in the Amfiteatru Economic journal. Following their publication in 

Amfiteatru Economic, I have had and continue to have an extensive and diversified 

dialogue and effective and productive collaboration with researchers from various 

universities in Europe, the USA and Australia. I am glad that such a journal is edited 

and published by the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, which thus 

becomes more visible and better known not only in the libraries of universities in 

Europe, but also in those of large universities in the USA, Japan and China. In my 

opinion, Amfiteatru Economic has been, is and will remain a prestigious economic 

journal that will provide researchers with diversified opportunities to disseminate the 

results of their advanced research, and the Romanian and worldwide economy with 

viable and sustainable solutions for medium and long term development.  
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I congratulate the founders and the editorial board for the excellent performances 

they have achieved so far and I wish the Amfiteatru Economic journal a long-lasting 

path at the highest scientific and publishing quality standards. 

 
 

 

 

Professor Andrej Bertoncelj, PhD, 

University of Primorska, Slovenia 

Faculty of Management 

 

 

Congratulations on the 20th anniversary of the Amfiteatru Economic Journal! 

The distinguished founders, Professors Vasile Dinu and Sandu Costache, twenty 

years ago wisely chose the name of their journal – Amfiteatru Economic. Today, 

«amfiteatru» (amphitheater) refers to an economic arena and the ever changing and 

competing business environment. The founders must be congratulated for their 

courage to start a journal that has been dedicated to important and prominent topics 

in every issue. The years have shown that they were right in doing this. The Journal 

has only increased in terms of relevance in its twenty-year history as it continues to 

publish leading research, both theoretical and applied, that extends our knowledge 

and stretches the boundaries of our understanding.  

The emphasis of the Journal has migrated increasingly towards sustainable economic 

models and practices, an area in which it has set a standard for international research. 

Many excellent papers with initial reports of new information and interpretations 

have been published throughout the Journal’s history. 

In two decades since its inauguration, Amfiteatru Economic has established itself as 

one of the premier journals of its kind. It is included in practically all prestigious 

international databases and registers. In Central and Eastern Europe, it was one of 

the first economics journals to be added to the Thomson Reuters Social Sciences 

Citation Index® a decade ago, confirming that it is truly a journal of high quality and 

international accreditation. 

Without doubt, this top-tier academic journal will continue to inspire and influence 

academia and practitioners for many years to come. Congratulations on the Journal’s 
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20th anniversary. I commend the Editor-in-Chief, Professor Vasile Dinu, for his 

efforts and I will continue to enjoy reading each new issue. 

 

 

 

Professor Isidoro Romero, PhD, 

University of Seville, Spain 

Faculty of Economics and Business Sciences 

 

 

 

Amfiteatru Economic has served, in its twenty years of existence, as a rigorous, 

accurate and relevant academic source for the dissemination of high-quality 

scientific research in the fields of Economics and Business Administration. The 

journal has also acted over this time as an effective communication channel between 

Romanian scholars and the rest of the global scientific community, stimulating 

international collaborations and partnerships. Its intercultural and interdisciplinary 

focus has been an essential element of the journal’s identity and a key feature for its 

success.  

It has been my pleasure to collaborate with the Amfiteatru Economic journal on 

several occasions over this period. As an author and a reader of Amfiteatru 

Economic, I congratulate the editorial board for the brilliant trajectory of the journal 

and encourage them to persist in their excellent job at the service of the academic 

community. I am sure that, with the efforts of authors, readers, reviewers and the 

editorial board, Amfiteatru Economic will have a long life as a leading journal and 

keep on expanding its well-deserved international impact and prestige. I would be 

happy if I could contribute to this purpose in the future.  
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Professor Nicolae Al. Pop, PhD, DHC. 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Faculty of Marketing 

 

 

 

Anniversary thoughts and hopes 

Founded at the Buzău University College of the Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies, by the professors Costache Sandu and Vasile Dinu, this year the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal celebrates two decades of editorial activity. Its longevity has been 

organically intertwined with constant concern for qualitative growth, so that it has 

seen a decade of recorded A-level scientific publications. I had the honour of 

publishing in one of the first issues of the journal that were indexed in the Thomson 

Reuters Web of Science international database (currently Clarivate Analytics). 

The approach of the editorial board, led by Professor Dinu, and of the scientific 

council, are characterized by perseverance, patience, enthusiasm and a lot of work. 

I appreciate the consistency which the journal shows in maintaining its specific note, 

essentially lent the pre-setting of the main topic, which is distinct for each issue. 

Another beneficial factor is stimulating the intercultural dialogue, by means of the 

interdisciplinary involvement of experts from the European space, thus promoting 

visibility, as well as international exchange of scientific ideas. The set of good 

practices and the reviews of prestigious works in the field facilitate the 

bibliographical research of all interested parties. The permanent link with the 

journal’s school of origin is auspiciously achieved by evoking a number of academic 

personalities who represented real scholarly leaders for the Romanian academic 

environment. 

On this anniversary occasion I wish all the colleagues involved in the efficient 

management of Amfiteatru Economic to foster the desire, courage and energy to 

successfully implement the vision and mission that the journal has set as objectives. 
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Associate professor Borut Jereb, PhD, 

University of Maribor, Slovenia 

Faculty of Logistics 

 

 

 

Amfiteatru Economic is an international, invaluable, and interesting journal that has 

established itself as a respected beacon of knowledge intended for academics, 

students and other experts. Regardless of the fact that bright people are distributed 

evenly, this journal is one of the rare journals from South-eastern Europe with 

internationally recognized quality. It represents a hub for a bidirectional exchange of 

information worldwide and has a worldwide reputation for high quality papers on 

topical themes and excellent editorial work. I wish the journal a long and successful 

future. 

 

 

 
Professor Slobodan Čerović, PhD, 

Singidunum University, Belgrade, Serbia 

Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality Management  

 

 

 

Over the past 12 years, I have been actively working on promoting the Amfiteatru 

Economic scientific journal, published by the Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies, as a member of editorial advisory board and reviewer. Having the 

opportunity to contribute to making this journal one of the leading European journals 

in the field of economics was a great pleasure and an immense honour for me.  

Collaboration with the editors was simply remarkable. The quality of scientific 

papers was set at a very high level, primarily as a result of a very responsible and 

dedicated scientific approach of the Editor-in-Chief, Professor emeritus Vasile Dinu, 

and the Managing Editor, Professor Laurenţiu Tăchiciu, along with all other 

members of the Editorial Board. The scientific papers published in this journal 

http://fthm.singidunum.ac.rs/
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represent a significant contribution to the development of economy in Europe and 

worldwide, but also to the development of scientific thought. I strongly believe this 

trend will continue and that in the future this reputable journal will take an even more 

important place in the scientific world. Last, but not least, I would like to express my 

willingness to continue participating and working on the affirmation of this 

important journal. 

 
 
 

Professor Daniel Stavarek, PhD, 

Silesian University, Czechia 

School of Business Administration in Karviná 

 

 

 

My collaboration with the Amfiteatru Economic journal began in 

2005, when I became a member of the editorial board. Since that time I have had a 

pleasure to be a part of the journal’s successful development. It is evident what a 

massive progress has been achieved during the existence of the journal. The quality 

of papers, contents of the journal issues and international reputation of the journal 

have improved substantially over the last years. A well-deserved reward for such a 

hard work of the Editor-in-Chief, professor Vasile Dinu and the entire editorial board 

was the listing of the journal in the respected scientific databases, which resulted into 

increased attractiveness of the journal for potential authors. What I really like about 

the journal is the system of mono-thematic issues that cover very modern and 

cutting-edge topics in economics, business and related sciences.  

Let me congratulate Amfiteatru Economic on the 20th anniversary because we can 

celebrate a well-run, top-tier scientific journal which offers an excellent publication 

platform for authors mainly from Central and Eastern Europe. Let me also wish the 

journal a bright future full of success and prosperity. 
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Professor Dumitru Miron, PhD, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

The Faculty of International Business and Economics  

 

 

 

Scientific progress can be of various types – discoveries of phenomena, theoretical 

explanations or syntheses, tests of theories or hypotheses, acceptance or rejection of 

hypotheses or theories by the relevant scientific communities, development of new 

measurement or analytical techniques, application of general theory to specific 

theoretical or practical problems, development of technologies or useful 

interventions to improve human health and well-being from scientific efforts, and so 

forth. In order to materialize any of these noble desiderata, the following ingredients 

of success are needed: a small group of visionaries who first understand the necessity 

of dedication for a generous and non-mercantile purpose; an institutional architecture 

(in this case the Bucharest University of Economic Studies), whose academic 

community views the added value of launching a high-profile scientific journal, 

supports and dedicates its initial resources; a team of enthusiasts endowed with the 

relevant scientific potential; a set of carefully selected and renewed scientific 

objectives; a national and international scientific community that receives messages 

and proactively attaches them. All of this was happily intertwined both in 1999, when 

a journal was launched, and in the course of its 20 years as a prestigious “forum of 

interdisciplinary debates in economics at the theoretical and practical level”.  

From the position of faithful reader of the journal, but also as an author of articles 

that have been accepted for publication in its pages, I congratulate all those who have 

made things happen successfully and I wish many successes in the plan of 

maintaining the highest quotas of scientific relevance in the coming years. 
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Professor József Popp, PhD, 

University of Debrecen, Hungary 

Faculty of Economics and Business 

 

 

The goal of Amfiteatru Economic is to become a leading journal committed to 

advancing the understanding of economic competitiveness and responsible business 

administration for sustainable development, with a significant impact on similar 

publications. The prime mission is to improve communication between 

academicians and practitioners. To help bridge the gap between theory and practice, 

the Journal is interdisciplinary in approach, and includes original research studies, 

reports of case studies and book reviews.  

Established in 1999, this is a transnational journal providing a forum for addressing 

specific topics of practice, as well as theoretical questions. Following international 

research priorities and new developments, recent topics have included the 

bioeconomy, the circular economy, food safety and international migration. This 

Journal is now accessible free of charge to the global academic and teaching 

community through the user-friendly and highly accessible medium of the Internet 

that widens the target audience and authorship, particularly in the European region. 

The Journal has become attractive for Hungarian researchers as well. In 2018 the 

Journal celebrates the start of its 20th volume, and two decades of success.  

In celebration of its 20th anniversary, the Faculty of Economics and Business at the 

University of Debrecen invites the authors of the book “To Conceive, to Edit, and to 

Publish a Scientific Paper” (Dinu Vasile, Săvoiu Gheorghe and Dabija Dan-Cristian) 

to Debrecen from 22-27 April 2018. In order to promote the Journal and explore 

possibilities to boost bilateral scientific cooperation and academic exchanges 

between universities and schools, joint academic events will be organised.  
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Dianne H.B. Welsh, PhD, 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro, USA 

Bryan School of Business & Economics 

 

 

I am impressed by the quality of the journal and its movement up the international 

ranking scales in a relatively short period of time. The reputations of the authors are 

noteworthy, with an excellent range of faculty in different disciplines contributing 

to the journal. The authors come from a variety of countries that speak to the reach 

of the journal. The articles in the areas of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship 

education, management issues, and management education are cutting edge and offer 

the academician as well as the practitioner directions for future research and 

applicability in the work environment. I am looking forward to reading the articles 

in the journal in the future and watching the impact they have on future research. 

With time, I expect more great ratings and articles in the future! 

 

 

 

Professor Nicola Yankov, PhD, 

D. Tsenov Academy of Economics, Svishtov, Bulgaria 

Management and Marketing Faculty 

 

 

 

To say that the Amfiteatru Economic journal is a thesaurus of 

ideas in the field of economic thinking and economic development, that it stays 

stable and positive on the scientific arena is true, but it is a standard phrase and a 

drone view approach. The most important for me, invited to join the editorial 

advisory board 14 years ago, were my personal periodic contacts with Professor 

Vasile Dinu – the founder and the main mover of the journal. It was a pleasure not 

only to collaborate and review, but also to know and understand Professor Vasile 

Dinu’s vision and ideas about the strategy and the success of the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal – a great opportunity for me.  
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All those years I regarded the journal as a bridge not only between countries, but 

also between universities profiled in economics. In our case – the Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies, Romania and the Academy of Economics in 

Svishtov, Bulgaria.  

The fruitful and practical aspect of our collaboration resulted in a special issue of 

Amfiteatru Economic (Special no. 4, 2010). It was dedicated to a strategic problem 

– the development of the Lower Danube Macroregion (including Romania and 

Bulgaria) under the European Danube strategy. In this regard, we both used the 

holistic approach. 

I wish to further my success wishes to the Amfiteatru Economic journal.  

 

 

 

 
Associate professor Cătălin Postelnicu, PhD, 

Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration  

 

In the current landscape of domestic and international economic literature, the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal, edited by the Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies holds a very important place. Ever since its debut, this prestigious economic 

publication has been marked by an innovative spirit, openness to debates and high-

level dialogue. By constantly pursuing its scientific goals, not rarely courageous, the 

Journal hosted studies that offered new openings in economic research, enriching the 

vast scope of economic science. 

Throughout the years, the Amfiteatru Economic journal has become a real forum for 

debating the most current economic issues, many of which being in the mainstream 

of ideas and theories promoted lately by the international academic world. The 

chosen broad and diversified topics, happily inspired by the direct economic reality, 

have been distinguished from the beginning by a wide variety of methodological 

approaches to specific subjects, giving the journal the possibility of having a strong 

impact on the economic life. At the same time, the studies and analyses undertaken 

constituted a real starting point for a long period of reflection on the adoption of 

rational economic policy decisions. 
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Now, on this anniversary moment, I want to wish success to the editorial board in 

their noble mission of further promoting the pluralistic and interdisciplinary 

character of the studies to be found in each issue of this Journal. 

 

 

 
Professor Delia Popescu, PhD, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

Faculty of Business and Tourism 

 

 

Happy Anniversary, Amfiteatru Economic! 

For me, the year 2018 signifies the celebration of important moments in my 

professional career. I celebrate 30 years since I graduated in Commerce (now the 

Faculty of Business and Tourism), 25 years of teaching at the same faculty and, not 

in the least, 20 years of working with wonderful people who have created the 

Amfiteatru Economic journal. 

As recommended by the very name, the Amfiteatru Economic journal encouraged 

form the very beginning the high quality economic research, enabling everyone to 

express and share their scientific ideas, primarily in the field of business 

administration, but also through multidisciplinary research, at the border between 

economics and geography, sociology, ecology, education or geopolitics. 

In addition, the Amfiteatru Economic journal offers a generous space for the 

dissemination of works resulting from international research projects, conducted by 

teams of researchers and professors from different countries on all continents. 

On behalf of all my colleagues from the Department of Tourism and Geography, I 

wish the Amfiteatru Economic journal many years with many outstanding 

achievements! 
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Professor Marian Siminică, PhD, 

University of Craiova, Romania 

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration 

 

 

 

The 20th anniversary of its establishment and the 10th since its indexing in the Web 

of Science represent a good moment to look back on the short but rich history of the 

journal, but also upon the challenges and prospects it offers scientists in the field of 

economic sciences. 

Initially thought of as a forum for valuable views and interdisciplinary debate in 

business and economics, the journal has rapidly evolved, becoming the Economics 

journal with the highest impact and greatest international visibility in this part of 

Europe. I can assert that the Amfiteatru Economic journal not only publishes high 

quality articles, appreciated by the international academic environment, but, through 

the proposed topic for each issue, it stimulates creativity and generates new and most 

of the time interdisciplinary research directions. 

It was all possible given the seriousness, the competence, the realism and the 

diligence of the editorial staff and the journal’s contributors, whom I congratulate 

for all the effort made throughout their activity. I am convinced that the journal will 

launch new challenges for the academic community and will continue to be an 

indisputable landmark among scientific publications in the economic field. That is 

why at this anniversary I wish the Amfiteatru Economic journal, its contributors and 

readers a sincere Happy Anniversary! 
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Assistant professor Nikola Milicevic, 

University of Novi Sad, Serbia 

Faculty of Economics in Subotica 

 

 

Amfiteatru Economic represents very important journal in the field of economics and 

business administration. This has been confirmed by the fact that it celebrates 20 

years of existence and 10 years of indexing in the Web of Science. During this 

period, it has published many original scientific papers that had significant 

contribution to economic theory and practice. Its editorial board invests great efforts 

to manage all journal issues and fulfil high publishing standards. Bearing in mind 

that it has specific topic for each issue, these demands for editors are even higher. 

On the other hand, this kind of publishing and organizing helps authors to focus and 

improve their knowledge, scientific methods and research techniques concerning 

specific economic topics. Besides the Editorial Board, the quality of Amfiteatru 

Economic journal and its papers greatly depend on its reviewers, as well. Each paper 

is reviewed by at least two experts. The review process itself does not last for a long 

time, and the results are presented in accordance to the set timetable. In the case of 

revision, all remarks and suggestions are explained in depth with detailed 

implications, which increases the quality of the papers. 

 

 

 

Professor Marieta Olaru, PhD, 

Director of the Doctoral School of Business Administration, 

Director of the Research Centre for Business 

Administration, 

The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania 

 

During the 20 years since it was founded, the Amfiteatru Economic journal, 

published by The Bucharest University of Economic Studies, has offered the national 

and international academic community a highly exceptional professional platform to 

share the scientific endeavours in the field of economics and business administration, 
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as well as adjacent areas, thus stimulating dialogue and scientific intercultural and 

interdisciplinary debate. The achieved performance and results have consolidated 

the leader position among the economic scientific journals in Romania and, in the 

meantime, have ensured international recognition, the number of foreign authors 

continuously increasing.  

These results were possible as a consequence of the passion, professionalism and 

commitment of Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, Editor-in-Chief and founder of 

Amfiteatru Economic – the initiator of the journal and the one who ensured its 

development, and who was supported in this process by the editorial board of the 

journal, of which I was honoured to be a member. Furthermore, the journal has 

offered me the chance to publish my articles, which then acquired a large number of 

citations and facilitated the identification of partners for the development of further 

research projects within the Research Centre for Business Administration.  

I hold in high regard the high-quality standard and the rigorous selection of the 

articles published in the Amfiteatru Economic journal, as well as the constant support 

it offers to established researchers, as well as the ones who are at the beginning of 

their academic career. A special merit is reserved for the journal in the respect that 

it has facilitated the dissemination of the research of doctoral students, thus 

contributing to the international visibility of the doctoral schools within The 

Bucharest University of Economic Studies and other universities in Romania.  

At this important celebration time I send Professor Vasile Dinu and the editorial 

board my congratulations and special thanks for all they have accomplished up to 

this point, with a lot of commitment and implication and I wish them success in their 

process of disseminating valuable results of national and international scientific 

research. 
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Professor Silviu Neguț, PhD, 

 

The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies, Romania 

Faculty of Business and Tourism 

 

Associate professor Marius-Cristian 

Neacșu, PhD. 

 

 

Amfiteatru Redivivus 

We are living in a troubled world, where everything is being denied, everything is 

being reinvented, even in the academic environment (although within reasonable 

limits that is not bad), and we do not seem to be able to identify the source of truth 

anymore. 

To begin with, we would recall the totally unfavourable context for the Romanian 

higher education, given the question of conditioning the awarding of academic titles 

by the articles published in journals indexed by Web of Science. Romania, like all 

other former communist countries, had no tradition in this area. Moreover, the 

process of building real and lasting support in the field was affected, since there were 

few such journals in the country, in many areas even none at all (economics, 

geography, sociology, politics, etc.), which forced the Romanian authors to turn to 

foreign specialized journals (with significant costs), thus making it even more 

difficult for such sustainable publications to be established within our borders. 

And, there it was, twenty years ago, on such an unfavourable, rigid background, our 

colleague, Professor Vasile Dinu, who with such flair and remarkable tenacity 

founded the journal called Amfiteatru Economic, in which few believed in the 

beginning, but many are looking for today. It is not just a piece of paper, but almost 

a book in the true sense of the word (each issue having between 250 and 400 print 

pages), usually thematic, with an attractive, interesting, and well-designed structure. 

During 20 years of existence, the journal raised our interest with many relevant, or 

at least interesting topics, mainly in our areas of expertise (tourism, international 

economic relations, migration phenomenon, interculturalism, etc.), but also in other 

fields. We have also noticed the effort of the editorial board to bring to a common 

measure (the structure, treatment algorithm, bibliographic notes, references, etc.) 

studies that are naturally quite different in terms of topic and approach. 
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In such a context, we emphasize once again that the Amfiteatru Economic journal 

has proved to be a very good friend mainly for many economists during these 20 

years of existence (not only in the Bucharest University of Economic Studies) but to 

an equal extent for geographers, political scientists, sociologists, historians, etc. 

On the occasion of your anniversary, kindly receive our sincere wishes for a long 

life on the Web of Science awarded journals market, without limiting any values that 

would uphold true performance! 

 

 
 

Professor Ionel Bostan, PhD, DHC. 

Centre for European Studies - Alexandru Ioan Cuza 

University of Iași,  

Corresponding Member of the Romanian-American 

Academy 

 

The Journal We Pride on: Amfiteatru Economic 

It is true that most of us, members of various departments of economic 

sciences faculties, irrespective of their name and affiliation – state or private 

universities – are proud to have a journal of our own, and not one as any. 

Today has come the time when Amfiteatru Economic – because this is the 

journal to which we are referring – celebrates twenty years of existence, that 

is, of regular appearance on the market of scientific products; it also celebrates 

ten years since it “plays” exclusively in the “Big League”, being indexed by 

Web of Science/Clarivate Analytics. Journal Metrics 2017 shows us for 

WoS/Clarivate Analytics: FI = 0.581; H index = 16; AIS = 0.049; FI on 5 

years = 0.530. The Scopus database shows: CiteScore = 0.480; H index = 12; 

SNIP = 0.427; SJR = 0.250. Obviously, these values of scientometric indexes 

are not out of the way, but they have significant values given the competitive 

difficulties (often the competitors are important “players” from aboard with a 

much longer tradition in the field) and the extremely strict rules of the game. 

On this occasion, we want to highlight two things. First of all, if we now have 

something to show at the time of the balance sheet, the merits belong to the 

well-known team of people who have done their best efforts for the journal, 
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for extra-financial reasons. Undoubtedly, the perpetual animator throughout 

this time has been Professor Vasile Dinu, PhD, a true professor and a 

remarkable researcher from the Bucharest University of Economic Studies 

(ASE). We realize that material satisfaction is insignificant with regards to 

his position as Editor-in-Chief, but we cannot overlook the fact that, from the 

moral point of view, his merits for the activity circumscribed to the Amfiteatru 

Economic journal have always been recognized. We have in mind several 

such moments from the biography of Professor Vasile Dinu, from which we 

mention only the following: receiving membership of the Academy of 

Romanian Scientists (2017); receiving the distinction of “Excellence for the 

entire activity” from the Association of Romanian Economy Faculties 

(AFER, 2015); granting by the ASE Senate of the title of Professor Emeritus 

for teaching and research excellence in Economic Sciences (2014); granting 

by the ASE Senate of the Special Diploma on the occasion of the ASE 

Centennial (2013); granting by the ASE Senate of the Diploma of Excellence 

(2009). One less known fact is that, when he founded Amfiteatru Economic, 

Professor Vasile Dinu acted as a vice-dean of the newly-established – 

Economic University College of ASE in Buzău. Therefore, the “birthplace” 

of our journal is also the city of Buzău. What we notice is that, from the 

beginning, the journal has been well-integrated into a purely academic 

environment, and lately we have noticed an increasing interest on the part of 

collaborators and researchers from abroad. 

Today, upon the journal’s anniversary, we wish Professor Vasile Dinu and 

his great team, who make considerable efforts for the timely and high-quality 

appearance of the Amfiteatru Economic, good health and continued 

achievements (highest scientometric indicators) and the traditional “Happy 

anniversary”! 
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Amfiteatru Economic – Editorial Staff, 2018 

 

 

 

Editor-in-Chief  Managing Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Associate Editors 

 

   
Constantin Brătianu Cristina Circa Mladen Čudanov  
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Dan-Cristian Dabija Cristian-Mihai Dragoș Irina Drăgulănescu 

 

 

   
Mădălina Dumitru Valentin Dumitru Raluca-Gina Gușe 

 

 

 

  

Valentin Hapenciuc Nicolae Lupu Alexandru Nedelea 
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Marieta Olaru Gheorghe Săvoiu Cătălina Soriana 

Sitnikov 

 

 

  
 

Nicoleta Tipi Horst Todt George-Sorin Toma 

 

 

   
Aharon Tziner Cristinel Vasiliu Călin Vâlsan 
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Milena-Rodica Zaharia 

 

 

Editorial Office 

 

   
Irina Albăstroiu Mihaela Bucur Simona Margareta 

Bușoi 
 

 

   
Răzvan Dina Raluca Mariana Grosu Silvia Daniela Răcaru 

 


